
Wennington Neighbourhood Planning Sub Group 

24th July 2017 

Minutes 

Present:  
Colin Burford (Chair), Richard Gargini, Cllr Carl Hunter, Cllr Trevor Sykes, Cllr Stephany Kirkwood, Cllr 
Paul Whatmough, Louise Kirkup (Kirkwells), Gillian Dobson (LCC), Henry Cumbers (LCC), Linda 
Ashworth, Richard Parsons, Jenny Herd, Peter House, Brian Rycroft & Steven Loy 
 
 
1. Apologies:  
Jim Murphy & Cllr Sophie Ridsdale  
 
2. Minutes:  
The minutes of the last meeting (19Th June 2017) were agreed as a true and accurate record. 
 
3. Matters arising: 
Financial monitoring – Carl explained that all the income (i.e. grant funding) and expenditure related 
to the NP would have to go through the Parish Council as the recognised legal body. Once this 
process has started it was agreed that a summary of all income and expenditure related to NP 
should come to the sub group for information. 

Action – Carl to ensure that an income/expenditure summary is provided for all future NPSG 
meetings. 

 
4. Housing Needs Survey (HNS) 
Carl explained that the HNS was undertaken during June 2017 and had resulted in a 73% response 
rate which, in comparison to other similar surveys, is an excellent result. The data from the survey 
had been collated, analysed and circulated to all members of the sub group along with the agenda 
for this meeting. 
 
Carl raised the question of whether this data should be published on the Parish Council website for 
anybody to look at. The issue of confidentiality was discussed and it was agreed that Henry Cumbers 
would check this out with the City Council Data Protection Specialist. 

Action – Henry Cumbers to ascertain and inform the sub group if it’s okay to publish the full 
HNS findings on the parish council website. 
 

Richard G presented, to the sub group, a ‘summary of the key outcomes’ from the HNS (see 
appendix 1). It was discussed and agreed that this summary should be delivered (either 
electronically or in hard-copy format) to every household on the parish along with a covering letter 
thanking people for providing the information and explaining how this data will now be used. That is, 
as the primary evidence base for our future Neighbourhood Plan. 

Action – Richard G and Carl to draft up the covering letter to accompany the summary of key 
outcomes and then circulate this to sub group members for distribution. 

 
5. Application for Funding 
Richard G informed the group that the application for funding had been successful and that all the 
£6,450.00 we had applied for had been granted. Richard G gave a brief summary of how the various 
costs associated with developing our NP (i.e. Consultancy, Project support, materials and 
administrative support) all added up to the £6,450.00 claimed for. Once these monies are available 
to us we will have 6 months in which to spend it otherwise the monies will be clawed back into 



Locality. There are some administrative processes to complete before the monies are released 
and/or can be accessed by the Parish Council. 

Action – Richard G and Carl to complete the necessary requirements to enable the monies 
to be released. 

 
6. Key Issues for our Neighbourhood Plan 
Colin explained that the NP would address a range of key issues for which we will need to develop 
planning policies. As previously agreed, members of the sub group have taken the lead on the range 
of issues already identified. 

 Vision and Objectives – Carl presented to the group the draft vision and objectives of the 
NP. These were discussed and supported. Richard P suggested that more emphasis, 
particularly within the objectives, needed to be given to supporting the rural economy (e.g. 
farming). This was agreed 

Action – Carl to update the objectives to reflect the rural economy 

 Rural Economy – Richard G presented to the group a draft policy statement. This was 
discussed and supported in terms of capturing the key principles 

Action – Everyone to let Richard G know of any other issues they can think of (not 
mentioned by Richard) that might impact upon the rural economy 

 Building Design – Linda & Jenny presented to the group a draft policy statement. This was 
discussed and supported in terms of capturing the key principles. Louise and Henry 
suggested that this could be enhanced by being more explicit in terms of supported building 
design and materials. Henry agreed to forward some further information from LCC that 
might be useful. 

Action – Henry to forward some further building design information from Lancaster 
City Council. 

 Protecting the Landscape and Biodiversity – Colin presented to the group a draft policy 
statement. This was discussed and supported in terms of capturing the key principles. 

 Environment – Paul highlighted the fact that many, if not all, of the other key issues picked 
up the ‘environmental’ issues and, therefore, it wasn’t clear precisely what should be 
included under this heading. It was however, discussed and agreed we should have a section 
which covers ‘Rivers and Flooding’ since this was recurring problem for the parish. 

 Highways and Transport – Richard P presented to the group a draft policy statement. This 
was discussed and supported in terms of capturing the key principles. 

 Infrastructure – Peter presented to the group a draft policy statement. This was discussed 
and supported in terms of capturing the key principles. 

 Key Stakeholders – Richard G and Carl Highlighted the need, as yet not fully addressed, to 
engage and consult with key stakeholders (e.g. land owners, local businesses, Wennington 
Hall School and various community groups such as the Wennington WI) 

Action – Everyone to let Richard G and Carl know of any other key stakeholders they 
can think of. 

 
Richard G stressed the importance, and pressing need, to now start gathering and developing our 
‘local evidence base’ for each of the above key issues. In other words, start documenting the specific 
local issues, under each of the above headings that should be included in our draft NP. In doing so, it 
important to collect objective data and support the data, where appropriate, with photographs, etc. 
that illustrate particular points or issues. 
 
Henry and Gillian explained that the City Council has a lot of data related to these issues and will be 
happy to support us in either providing and/or locating the likely source of the data we need. 



Action – Everyone to start developing and documenting the evidence base related to their 
agreed key issue and making contact, where necessary, with Henry or Gillian at LCC for 
Information, advice or guidance. 

 
6. Next Steps 
Louise explained that as part of the technical support provided by Kirkwells, she has since 
undertaken a review of national planning policies and the current ‘draft’ Lancaster District Plan to 
identify the issues which might have an impact upon Wennington and our future NP. This large and 
detailed document will be circulated to sub group members with the minutes of the meeting 
 
Furthermore, Louise explained that Kirkwells will pull together and formulate our draft 
neighbourhood plan based on the national and district planning policies along with the local 
evidence we can gather.  
 
It was discussed and agreed that all the local evidence for our plan, for each key issue and from each 
member of the sub group, should be sent to Richard G in the first instance. Richard G will then be 
the primary link person with Louise at Kirkwells and will ensure that all the necessary evidence is 
transferred to Kirkwells in a coordinated and timely fashion. 
 

Action – Everyone to forward their evidence base to Richard G by Monday 14th August. 
Action – Richard G to forward all the evidence to Louise by Friday 18th August. 

 
Presuming that all the local evidence can be gathered and forwarded in line with the above dates, 
Louise will aim to have our draft Neighbourhood Plan ready for early September.   
 
6. Project Plan 
Richard G informed the group that version 3 of the project plan had now been agreed by Kirkwells 
and Locality. Clearly, this is a dynamic document which will be continually evolving and updated. At 
present, we are approximately a week behind schedule so, it is crucial that each member of the sub 
group ensures that their respective evidence based is compiled and forwarded to Richard G by 
Monday 14th August if we are to avoid falling further behind. 
 
12. AOB: 
No other business was raised. 
 
13. Date of next meeting:  
Monday 7th August 2017 (To be confirmed) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 1 
 
 

Wennington Parish - Housing Needs Survey 
 

Summary of key Findings 
 
 
54 households were surveyed during June 2017. Two households were identified as 'unoccupied' 
and 38 questionnaires were returned (one received after the initial analysis) resulting in a return of 
73%. 
 
The age distribution of male and female respondents peaks between the ages of 60-69. 
 
54% of respondents have retired or entered no occupation.  Of the remaining 46% there are a wide 
range of occupations.  10% of respondents work from home. 
 
Young people and small families received the most support in the category of future housing 
need.  30% of households have expressed the view that no further homes are needed. 
 
Conversions, brownfield site development and new housing for local people are supported by survey 
respondents. 
 
95% of households would support conversion of disused barns and/or farm buildings. 
 
68% of households would support development of designated brownfield sites. 
 
Development of new housing in recognised flood zones or areas prone to surface water flooding is 
not supported by 95% of respondents. 
 
65% of households would support construction of new homes for local people.  30% of households 
would not support new homes on the basis of inadequate infrastructure and no transport or 
employment. 
 
The top four suggested sites for development are Moss House Farm (7), Old Village Hall (3), infill 
sites (2) and conversions (2). 
 
84% of households do not need a separate home in the next 5 years.  16% of households have a 
housing need outside the Parish.  
 
0% of the households need a separate home within the Parish in the next 5 years. 
 
Two households (5%) have reduced in size in the last 5 years and one household will need to move 
within the Parish within the next 5 years. 
 
97% of households do not have a need to leave the Parish in the next 5 years. One household (3%) 
left the question unanswered. 
 
 


