
Wennington Neighbourhood Planning Group 

19th October 2016 

Minutes 

 

1. Present: Jenny Herd, Janet & David Rutherford, Peter House, Colin Burford, Richard Gargini, 
Sophie Ridsdale, Cllr Paul Whatmough, Richard Parson, Cllr Carl Hunter (Chair), Linda Ashworth, 
Janet Woodhouse. 

2. Apologies: Brian Rycroft, Steve Loy, Jim Murphy, Trevor Sykes, James Huxley, Nathan Harrison 

3. Minutes: The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record. 

4. Matters arising: 

1. Chairman: Colin Burford has very kindly agreed to be chair starting with the next meeting. 
2. Terms of reference, after the last meeting draft terms of reference were circulated, it was 

agreed that they sufficient for now but would will be kept under review. 
3. Service Level Agreement: Can’t be signed until the designated area application has been 

approved. This will be completed once the area application has been approved. 

5.  Our purpose in developing a neighbourhood plan:  Cllr Hunter distributed a paper which 
attempts to answer the 3 key questions that have arisen in relation to the Neighbourhood Plan: 

 What is a Neighbourhood Plan? 

 What’s the point or purpose of a Neighbourhood Plan? 

 Why bother developing a Neighbourhood Plan? 

An electronic copy of this paper will circulated with the minutes  

6. Progress update. 

1. Designated area consultation: The application has been received by Lancaster City Council 
and the 4 week consultation period has commenced. This is scheduled to end at 5pm on 
Monday 24th October.  The boundary of the plan is coterminous with the parish boundary. 
Tatham parish council are not looking to create a neighbourhood plan at this time. As soon 
as we have notification we will advise everyone. 

2. Funding opportunities and management:  An application has been prepared but until we 
get approval for the designated area we cannot take the application forward. 
Any money received has a deadline by which it should be spent, this needs to be taken into 
consideration when we apply. For instance if we apply in January 2017 for a grant it will have 
to be spent by the end of the financial year, 31st March 2017.  
All grant money will be paid into the parish council account. 
 

3. Communication and website development:  Meetings will be held when required and 
information will be uploaded to the Neighbourhood Planning pages of the parish council 
website. Minutes, agendas and other relevant documentation will be uploaded to the site. 

www.wenningtonparishcouncil.wordpress.com  

 

http://www.wenningtonparishcouncil.wordpress.com/


7.  Next steps. 
 

1. Developing our evidence base: 
a.) Engaging a planning expert. It is anticipate that the planning expert will visit us for a day 

and a half; they will meet up with the planning group then have a walk around the area 
and speak to those with an environmental and historical knowledge of the area. The first 
part of the draft plan deals with setting the scene – i.e. what the parish looks like and 
what factors need looking at through the plan. The expert will then come back to the 
group with a draft report. This gives us a start point from where we will then have 
consultations and the document will evolve with time. We will need people to fulfil the 
historical and environmental database.  

b.) Engaging a ‘Questionnaire design’ expert. The whole community needs to be involved in 
developing the content and focus of our Neighbourhood questionnaire. Care needs to 
be taken, hence the need for expert advice, that the questionnaire is not biased and 
does not ask leading questions. 

2. Village visioning exercise – The group agreed to organise an open event where everyone 
will be invited. The purpose of this event will be to canvas opinion on the future 
development of Wennington.  The group will explore having the open event in Wennington 
Hall School. Issues raised can then be used in the questionnaire and put in the plan.  A series 
of prompts and a small presentation was suggested to be the most sensible format for the 
event. 
The group is looking at holding the meeting early in the New Year, once the boundary has 
been confirmed and any person with any connection with the Village to be made aware of 
the event. Richard Gargini agreed to ask Paul Hatch where we ‘draw the line’ in relation 
those ‘groups or communities’ that we are expected to consult with (For example, are we 
expected to consult with the Travelling community or those on holiday in the area. 
Brainstorming exercise to create a series of prompts highlighting key issues. – Richard will 
send a note to the group for comment. 

3. Developing a route map of key actions/issues. 
The group thought it would be helpful to create a document highlighting key dates and a 
timeline of key dates with the plan. Carl and Richard agreed to draft some indicative actions 
and associated timescales. 
 

8. AOB: None 
 
9. Date of next meeting: To be confirmed, although his will probably be in early January.  


