
Wennington Neighbourhood Planning Sub Group 

28th February 2017 

Minutes 

 

Present:  

Jenny Herd, David & Janet Rutherford, Peter House, Colin Burford (Chair), Richard Gargini, Cllr Paul 
Whatmough, Cllr Carl Hunter, Linda Ashworth, Steve Loy, Sophie Ridsdale, Brian Rycroft, Richard 
Parsons, Jim Murphy and, in attendance, David Nott (Melling PC) 

1. Apologies:  

None received 

2. Minutes:  

The minutes of the last meeting (31st January 2017) were agreed as a true and accurate record. 

3. Matters arising: 

None 

4. Community Engagement Event (held on 18th February 2017) 

a) Preliminary Feedback – Richard Gargini explained that all the feedback, gathered during the 
Community Engagement Event, had been collated and summarised with the assistance of 
Jim Murphy, Linda Ashworth, Colin Burford and Peter House. Richard then presented and 
explained the feedback (see Appendix A). This feedback will make a significant contribution 
to our evidence base and will also inform the development and design of our Housing Needs 
Assessment and Community Opinion Survey. 

Jim Murphy raised the question of how any subsequent comments or suggestions, from the 
community, would be received and processed. It was agreed that engagement with the 
community is and should be an ‘ongoing process’ and not be restricted to specific events. 
Richard Gargini agreed to act as the receiver for all future/further comments and 
suggestions. It was also agreed that a register, or log, of further comments and suggestions 
would be developed by Richard so that there was a chronological record of all community 
feedback. 

 Action – Richard Gargini to develop a log for recording further community 
comments and suggestions 

 

b) Feedback to the community – The mechanism for how the comments and suggestions, from 
the engagement event, could be fed back to the community was discussed. It was agreed 
that the summarised comments and suggestions would be uploaded to the Neighbourhood 
Planning section of the Parish Council web site in the first instance. A short information 
leaflet will then be posted to all the properties in the parish with details of the Parish Council 
website and how to access the information from the engagement event. It was also agreed 
that, for those people who may not have easy access to the internet, a ‘tear off’ slip would 



be available for parishioners to write further comments and suggestions on and hand back 
to a member of the sub-group. 

 Action – Carl to draft up the short information leaflet and circulate to members of 
the sub group for distribution/posting 

5. Application for Funding 

Richard Gargini informed the group that application for funding criteria, for 2017/18, had changed 
from the previous year and was slightly more specific and demanding. Richard is working closely 
with Carl Hunter to formally submit the application. Richard suggested, and the group supported, 
that the application for funding be focused on the following 4 areas: 

1. Engagement of Planning Expert 
2. Engagement of a Hydrology/Flooding expert 
3. Engagement of expert in questionnaire design 
4. Funding to cover the administrative costs (e.g. £250) incurred during the neighbourhood 

planning process 

 Action – Richard Gargini and Carl to complete the funding application form 

Richard also explained that whilst there is a set of criteria that the experts that we might wish to 
engage must fulfil, there isn’t in fact a list of ‘approved experts’. Therefore, it’s up to us to identify 
and commission the necessary experts. 

 Action – Carl to contact other Parish Councils who are actively developing 
Neighbourhood Plans to see which experts they have engaged. 

 Action – Richard Parsons to explore/identify possible planning experts, based on his 
previous working contacts, who might be available to assist us 

 Action – Paul Whatmough to raise this question at the next LALC meeting 

 Action – David Rutherford to explore/identify possible flooding experts who might 
be available to assist us 

Finally, Richard Gargini also explain that funding as available for training purposes, for example, a 
member of the sub group undergoing training in project management. No training 
needs/requirements were identified at this point. 

6. Ongoing Consultation – Statutory Consultees 

Richard Gargini explained that part of the neighbourhood planning process is that we must maintain 
ongoing communication and consultation with the various statutory consultees. It was suggested 
and agreed that a specific member of the sub group would be identified and act as the 
‘communication link’ person for each of the statutory consultees. These are: 

 Canals and Rivers Trust 
 Natural England 
 Lancashire County Council 
 Highways England 
 Health and Safety Executive 
 Environment Agency 
 Historic England 
 Lancashire Wildlife Trust 

 Action – All members of the sub group to identify/volunteer to act as the 
communication link person for one or other of the above consultees by Friday 10th 
March 2017 



 7. Housing Needs Assessment 

Colin Burford and Peter House updated the group on the development of the Housing Needs 
Assessment which is an essential part of the neighbourhood planning process. This was now in its 2nd 
draft (see Appendix B) but now needs to be shared with the group for further comments and 
refinement. This current version of our housing needs assessment is been based on a much shorter 
version of the one used by Arnside Parish Council. Colin and Peter explained that they had removed 
a number of questions from the Arnside version because they were felt to be quite intrusive and not 
relevant to purpose of a housing needs assessment. 

It was agreed that members of the sub group would review the assessment and forward any further 
suggested changes or refinements to Peter House 

 Action – Colin Burford to contact Arnside Parish Council to better understand how 
and why they included the questions they did 

 Action – All members of the sub group to review the housing needs assessment and 
forward and suggested changes to Peter House 

 

8. AOB: 
No other business was raised. 
 
9. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 21st March 2017 @ 7pm in Wennington Hall School.  
 


