
Wennington Neighbourhood Planning Sub Group 

30th May 2017 

Minutes 

 

Present:  
Jenny Herd, Peter House, Colin Burford (Chair), Richard Gargini, Cllr Paul Whatmough, Cllr Carl 
Hunter, Cllr Sophie Ridsdale, Richard Parsons & Jim Murphy 
 
1. Apologies:  
Nathan Harrison, Brian Rycroft, David and Janet Rutherford, Linda Ashworth & Steven Loy 
 
2. Minutes:  
The minutes of the last meeting (28th February 2017) were agreed as a true and accurate record. 
 
3. Matters arising: 

a) Item 4.a – Richard Gargini confirmed a feedback log had now been established 
b) Item 4.b – Carl Hunter confirmed an information leaflet (explaining the outcome of the 

community engagement event) was produced and circulated to each household in the parish 
c) Item 5 (Application for funding) – will be picked up on the main agenda 
d) Item 5 (Engagement of a planning and hydrology expert) – will be picked up on the main 

agenda 
e) Item 6 – Carl Hunter confirmed that a ‘link person’ (from within our sub-group) had now 

been identified for each of the statutory consultees. They are as follows: 
I. Canals and Rivers Trust  - Jim Murphy 

II. Natural England   - Carl Hunter 
III. Lancashire County Council - Richard Gargini 
IV. Highways England  - Richard Parsons 
V. Health and Safety Executive - Peter House 

VI. Environment Agency  - Paul Whatmough 
VII. Historic England  - Jim Murphy 

VIII. Lancashire Wildlife Trust - Colin Burford 
f) Item  7 – will be picked up on the main agenda 

 
4. Application for Funding 
Richard Gargini informed the group that the application for funding criteria, for 2017/18, had 
changed from the previous year and is now more specific and demanding. In particular, applications 
must now include specific quotes (based on a clear contract specification) for planned work to be 
undertaken. Therefore, the application cannot be submitted until we have identified precisely what 
[work] we want to commission along with the costing/quotes for such work. 
Richard has developed a formal quotation request that can be sent, for example, to a planning 
expert and outlines what we are requesting (i.e. expert consultancy and opinion) and inviting the 
consultant to quote for the particular piece of work. 
 
5. Engagement of Planning Expert 
Carl Hunter informed the group that he had been in touch with a number of parish councils who 
were actively pursuing neighbourhood plans with a view to identifying a planning expert that might 
be available to support Wennington but, unfortunately, he has had no positive results. 
 



Carl subsequently started to explore the Online Directory of Planning Consultants approved by the 
Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI). This resulted in an extensive list of potential planning 
consultants within a 30 miles radius of Wennington. Having contacted a number the listed 
consultants it is clear that there are people available to assist us although some of these have 
relatively little direct experience of neighbourhood planning. However, one particular company 
(Kirkwells) stood out as having a wealth of expertise and experience in this area. Kirkwells have 
offered to come and meet with our sub group, present what they have to offer and respond to any 
questions that group members might have. This is a free of charge, no obligation offer which the 
group discussed and agreed we should take up. 
 

Action – Carl to arrange for Kirkwells to come to Wennington and meet with the NPSG as 
soon as possible 
 

Carl has just received a very informative brochure from Kirkwells outlining the services they offer. 
 

Action – Carl to circulate the brochure to all members of the NPSG 
 

 
6. Engagement of Hydrology Expert 
Richard Gargini informed the group that he has been in touch with a hydrology expert (based on a 
recommendation from David Rutherford) who is interested and available to support. We just need 
to formally outline precisely what we wish to commission/contract for and request a quote for this 
piece of consultancy work. 
 
Carl Hunter explained that, in his discussions with Kirkwells, whilst Wennington clearly has an issue 
flooding that needs to be taken account of within our NP, it probably won’t be necessary to engage 
the services of an expert hydrologist. Primarily because the level of detail required in the NP can be 
freely sourced from Environment Agency data sets. 
 
The group discussed and agreed that we should defer engaging a hydrology expert until after the 
meeting with Kirkwells.  
 
7. Housing Needs Assessment 
Richard Gargini informed the group that had now received feedback from Henry Cumbers (Lancaster 
City Council) on the latest draft of our Housing Needs Assessment. Whilst the general feedback was 
positive and affirming, there are a few very helpful suggestions for refinement. 
 

Action – Carl and Richard to review and update the Housing Needs Assessment in light of 
Henry’s comments and suggestions 

 
However, it has also become apparent that Lancaster City Council will be issuing a city wide Housing 
Needs Assessment questionnaire as part of the Local Development Plan. This clearly has the 
potential to confuse our parishioners if they receive 2 questionnaires within a short space of time! 
Furthermore, due to the upcoming general election, the process of issuing such assessments is 
subject to purdah (the pre-election period in the UK) which means that the questionnaire cannot be 
sent out until after the results of the general election. 
 

Action – Carl and Richard to draft a covering letter, which will be issued to all households in 
the parish, explaining the distinction between our local (i.e. NP) Housing Needs Assessment 
and that which the City Council will post to them in relation to the wider (LCC) Development 
Plan 



 
 
Action – Carl and Richard to ensure our final Housing Needs Assessment is ready to be 
issued w/c 12th June 2017 

 
8. Project Plan 
Richard informed the group that the key dates within the project plan had been reviewed and 
updated to take account of the pause in activity resulting from Richard’s period of ill health. The 
group supported and approved the reviewed timescales. 
 
9. AOB: 
No other business was raised. 
 
10. Date of next meeting:  
Monday 5th June 2017 at 7pm in St James the Less Church, Monks Gate, Tatham 
 


