
Wennington Neighbourhood Planning Sub Group 

5th June 2017 

Minutes 

 

Present:  
Colin Burford (Chair), Richard Gargini, Cllr Paul Whatmough, Cllr Carl Hunter, Linda Ashworth, 
Richard Parsons, Peter House & Jim Murphy 
 
1. Apologies:  
David and Janet Rutherford, Sophie Ridsdale & Steven Loy 
 
2. Appointment of Specialist Advisors  
Colin Burford opened the meeting and explained that this was, in effect, an extraordinary 
meeting/single agenda item meeting with the sole purpose of considering and deciding if the group 
wishes to engage the services of ‘Kirkwells’ in the provision of technical advice, information and 
guidance to support the development of our Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
Colin introduced and welcomed Louise Kirkup who is a Director at Kirkwells and the NPSG member 
each introduced themselves. 
 
Carl Hunter gave a brief summary of why Wennington Parish Council had decided they wanted to 
develop a Neighbourhood Plan along with the progress that had been made to date. In particular, he 
described the fact that the group had now reached the stage where it needed technical advice and 
guidance and, in the process of trying to identify a suitable source of this support, had come across 
the consultancy company ‘Kirkwells’ which, on the face of it, appeared to be exactly the type of 
support we are looking for.  
 
Louise Kirkup then explained how and why Kirkwells, as a consultancy, was established and how it 
has recently developed particular experience and expertise in neighbourhood planning. Louise 
provided a range of examples and case studies of other parish councils they have worked with and 
how the working partnership typically works. 
 
Louise gave a general overview, based on her limited understanding of Wennington and our 
progress to date, of the sorts of things we probably now need to start thinking about and doing. In 
particular, Louise explained how Kirwells could provide technical advice and guidance but that 
Wennington Parish Council (i.e. our NPSG) would remain firmly in control of the overall plan. 
 
Louise also responded and answered a range of questions from members of the sub group.   
 
Colin Burford thanked Louise for coming along to the meeting (Louise then left the meeting). 
 
The sub group then discussed the presentation given by Louise, on behalf of Kirkwells, and 
unanimously agreed that we should engage their services as soon as possible. 

 Action – Carl Hunter to contact Kirkwells and agree the necessary contractual 
arrangements 

 
3. Date of next meeting:  
To be confirmed 


