
Wennington Neighbourhood Planning Sub Group 

5th March 2018 

Minutes 

Present:  
Cllr Carl Hunter (Chair), Richard Gargini, Cllr Paul Whatmough, Louise Kirkup (Kirkwells), Linda 
Ashworth, Peter House, Brian Rycroft & Jim Murphy 
 
1. Apologies:  
Colin Burford, Jenny Herd, Richard Parsons, Cllr Sophie Ridsdale, Henry Cumbers (LCC), Gillian 
Dobson (LCC), Steve Loy 
 
2. Minutes:  
The minutes of the last meeting (4th December 2017) were agreed as a true and accurate record. 
 
3. Matters arising: 
A summary of the feedback from the ‘Informal Consultation during December 17 & January 2018 
(previously circulated) was noted. The relevant feedback points have already been incorporated into 
the Regulation 14 Draft NDP.  
 
4. Strategic Environmental (SEA) and Habitats Regulation (HRA) Assessments  
Carl explained that an essential part of the NDP process, undertaken by the Local Planning Authority 
(i.e. Lancaster City Council) in consultation with a number of national bodies, is to consider if the 
draft NDP should be subject to a full SEA or HRA. 
 
Lancaster City Council has concluded, following a careful review of the draft NDP that we ought not 
to be subject to a full SEA or HRA. The council have, instead, provided a detailed screening opinions 
(previously circulated) which recognises the strengths of the plan in terms of protecting and/or 
enhancing the built and natural environment as well as making some valuable suggestions for how 
the plan could further strengthened. 
 
A particular recommendation, related to the natural environment, is to undertake a more detailed 
biodiversity survey with a view to providing additional information in relation to priority species and 
other potential environmental assets in the parish. It appears that similar comments have been 
made to other NDPs in the district. This is a technical and specialised piece of work that we would 
need to commission. We have been recommended to contact the Greater Manchester Ecological 
Unit (GMEU) to obtain a quote for this additional work.  
 
Richard G has already been in touch with GMEU to discuss this issue and obtain an estimate of the 
costs involved which are likely to be between £600 and £700. Carl explained that there would be 
scope for this to be funded from the remaining grant monies which we intend to bid for in the next 
few weeks. 
 
It was agreed that we should commission the GMEU to undertake this piece of work during April or 
May 2018. 

Action – Richard G to contact GMEU and initiate the survey. Carl to provide official Parish 
Council support and confirmation if required? 

 
 
 



5. Regulation 14 Draft Plan 
Carl explained and outlined the requirements of Regulation 14 which is, essentially, a ‘Pre-
Submission Consultation Process’. This will involve consulting not only with parishioners but also 
with all the relevant statutory bodies (e.g. Natural England, Health and Safety Executive, etc.), utility 
companies, environmental bodies (e.g. Forest of Bowland AONB), local land owners and businesses, 
neighbouring councils, schools and local groups. The minimum consultation period is 6 week. 
However, it was discussed and decided that we should run an 8 week consultation process (giving 
the statutory bodies ample time to respond) from 2nd April 2018 until 25th May 2018. 
 

 Regulation 14 Action Plan – Carl presented the Action (previously circulated) and explained 
that this was, essentially, a checklist of things that needed to be done as part of the 
Regulation 14 consultation process. The Action Plan was accepted as a very detailed and 
useful document for us to follow 

 Regulation 14 Consultation Letter – Carl presented the letter (previously circulated) and 
explained this letter would be sent to all parishioners, bodies and groups involved in the 
Regulation 14 consultation. The letter was accepted for use. 

 Regulation 14 Representation Form – Carl presented the form (previously circulated) and 
explained this form would be attached to the consultation letter and sent to all parishioners, 
bodies and groups involved in the Regulation 14 consultation. The form was accepted for 
use. 

 Regulation 14 Consultation Response Table – Carl presented the table (previously 
circulated) and explained this table would be will be used to record and review all the 
representation forms feedback from the draft NDP. Kirkwells would review and consider all 
the representations and feedback and make suggestions for how these should influence the 
draft plan. All the feedback and suggested changes would then be considered and decided 
upon by the NPSG. The table was accepted for use. 

 Regulation 14 Draft NDP – Carl presented the draft NDP (previously circulated) and 
explained this is the latest plan and incorporates the comments and feedback from the 
informal consultation during December 2017 and January 2018. It was noted that there are 
still a couple of outstanding items (requested from Lancaster City Council) which we wish to 
include in the plan. Richard G agreed to contact Henry Cumbers (LCC) to see when this 
information might be available. 

Action – Richard G to contact Henry Cumbers to discuss the outstanding information. 
 
Carl requested that any further suggested changes or amendments be forwarded to him by Friday 
9th March 2018. He also explained that arrangements had been made for the draft plan to be 
reviewed and approved by the full Parish Council, at their next meeting on the 19th March 2018, 
prior to commencement of the formal Regulation 14 Pre-Submission Consultation process. 

Action – NPSG members to forward any suggested changes or amendments to Carl by Friday 
9th March 2018 
Action – Carl to present the Draft NDP to the full Parish Council on Monday 19th March 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. Grant Funding 
Carl presented the income and expenditure table (previously circulated) and explained that we had 
spent exactly what we planned for in terms of consultancy fees (£6,000) and £5 less on printing and 
material (£195) than planned. However, we have spent £365.50, rather than the planned £250, on 
room hire to date which represents a total overspend of £110.50. It was noted that the VAT (£1,200) 
which actually has been paid will be claimed back by the parish council and hasn’t, therefore, been 
included in the overall income and expenditure. 
 
Carl explained that he will be raising this at the next full Parish Council meeting with a view to 
requesting this overspend be covered from the general parish council budget. 
 
Income and Expenditure – 5th March 2018 

Income  

Grant funding £6,450.00 

Total £6,450.00 

  

Expenditure  

Consulting fees (Kirkwells) excluding VAT (VAT = £1,200) £6,000.00 

Room hire (Meetings and Events) £365.50 

Printing & materials £195.00 

Total £6,560.50 

  

BALANCE -£110.50 

 
Action – Carl to raise the NDP overspend at the Parish Council meeting on 19th March 2018 

 
Richard G explained to the group that he had now completed and returned the ‘End of Year Grant 
Report’ and that this had received and accepted. 
 
A further bid for the remaining £2,500 would be made as soon as the bidding process opens. 
 
8. Project Plan Update 
Richard Gargini updated the group on the Project Plan which, he explained, was right on track. 
Although we had fallen a week behind schedule towards the end of last year we had since made the 
time up and were exactly where we had hoped to be, by this time, when the project plan was 
agreed. 
 
9. AOB: 
No other business was raised. 
 
10. Date of next meeting:  
Monday 18th June 2018 at 7pm (Venue to be confirmed) 


