
Wennington Parish Council 
Minutes of the parish council meeting held on 

Monday 19th March at 7.00pm at Wennington Hall School, Wennington. 
 
 
Present: Cllr Hunter (Chairman), Cllr Kirkwood, Cllr Ridsdale, Cllr Sykes, Cllr Whatmough. 
12 members of the public. 
Mark Bartlett – Civil contingencies officer.  
Paul Bond – Environment Agency. 
 
18/17 Apologies: None 
 
18/18 Declaration of interest and dispensations. 
None declared.  
 
18/19 Minutes. 
It was resolved that the minutes of the previous meetings (November and January) were approved 
and signed by Cllr Hunter.  
Proposed by Cllr Whatmough. 
Seconded by Cllr Sykes.  
 
18/20 Open forum.  
A resident informed the parish council that there is a problem with dog fouling on the green and 
there needs to be signs displayed on the side near Orchard Cottage. The parish council will look into 
placing new signage.  
 
Speeding in the village is a problem, so could a SPID be sited in the village to slow drivers down. The 
parish council have pushed this issue and there has been a mobile police SPID present in the village 
previously. The parish council will draft a letter to the police and asked the residents to also write 
letters to the police regarding the speeding problem. 
 
18/21 Planning applications. 
No applications received.  
 
16/22 Community emergency plan. 
Consider the request of sharing emergency contacts with Bentham Parish Council. 
Cllr Hunter offered to submit his contact details to Bentham Parish Council, as the Wennington 
Community Emergency Plan hasn’t been created yet. The parish council will then review the 
possibility of contacts in the CEP being shared with other parishes.  
 
Representations from Mark Bartlett (Lancaster City Council) and Paul Bond (Environment Agency). 
Mark Bartlett explained that in the event of a large scale disruption, such as Storm Desmond the 
emergency services will be stretched. Any community that has prepared for emergencies will be 
better placed to support itself.  
There is no set format for an emergency plan as each one should be tailored to the community. 
There is a template that can be used as a checklist for creating a plan, and the community using local 
knowledge will have to create it. Mark offered to assist where necessary. It is recommended that the 
parish council adopt the plan and use their insurance for volunteers.  



There was a community fund for Lancashire and Merseyside but unfortunately the fund has now 
closed. 
Wennington Parish Council hasn’t got a village hall for a central base and so the possibility of joining 
with Melling with Wrayton and Tatham Parish Councils will be considered.  
It was resolved that the parish council work with the community to create an emergency plan. 
Proposed by Cllr Hunter. 
Seconded by Cllr Sykes. 
 
Consider and resolve the possibility of working in partnership with Melling with Wrayton Parish 
Council. 
The parish council have asked Melling with Wrayton and Tatham Parish Councils to consider the 
possibility of creating one CEP for the three villages. Melling with Wrayton would like to join 
Wennington and Tatham will discuss this at their next meeting.  
 
18/23 Neighbourhood development plan. 
Review and approve the draft neighbourhood development plan prior to formal (Regulation 
14) pre-submission consultation. 
It was resolved that the parish council approve the draft neighbourhood development plan.  
Proposed by Cllr Hunter. 
Seconded by Cllr Kirkwood. 
 
Consider and resolve the £110.50 grant overspend. 
It was resolved that parish council absorb the £110.50 neighbourhood plan overspend.  
Proposed by Cllr Whatmough.  
Seconded by Cllr Hunter. 
 
18/24 Highways. 
Receive and consider a verbal update regarding past flooding on Lodge Lane. 
Cllr Hunter wrote to Mrs Atkinsons’s land agent, on behalf of the parish council, to request that a 
meeting be arranged with the residents to consider replacing the wall with an alternative option that 
would help alleviate flooding in the future. The agent has written back to say Mrs Atkinson will meet 
with the parish council and LCC Highways. Cllr Hunter declined as this isn’t a parish council matter 
and only contacted the agent, at the request of the residents.  
 
Receive and consider a verbal update regarding HGVs using Spout Lane. 
It was reported that on two occasions HGV’s have driven up Spout Lane, which has damaged hedges 
and the roadside. The transport manager has been contacted from the HGV company and asked not 
to use Spout Lane.  
A quote will be sent to the company for the damage and Highways are providing a ‘not suitable for 
HGV’s’ sign. 
 
Litter picking. 
Cllr Hunter thanked Linda for organising the litter - pick. The clerk will contact public realm to ask if 
they can provide litter-pickers and hi-vis clothing for future events. 

 
18/25 Finance.  
G Mason, clerks wages (Jan/Feb) £262.60 and expenses £25.30              £287.80 
Kirkwells consultants (NP)                                                                                 £420.00 
Parish online                                                                                                        £33.60 
Mole catching on the village green                                                                                             £10.00 
S. Ridsdale reimbursement for the clerk’s gift             £20.00 



It was resolved that the above payments be made.  
Proposed by Cllr Whatmough. 
Seconded by Cllr Ridsdale. 
 
18/26 Grass cutting contract review. 
It was resolved that A.Tennant complete the grass cutting contract for the year 2018/2019. 
Proposed by Cllr Whatmough. 
Seconded by Cllr Ridsdale. 
 
18/27 Small grant application review. 
It was resolved that the parish council adopt the new small grant application form. 
Proposed by Cllr Hunter. 
Seconded by Cllr Whatmough. 
 
18/28 APM & APCM arrangements. 
The Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Parish Council Meeting will be on Monday 21st May 2018 
at 7.00pm. 
 
18/29 Audit arrangements. 
Cllr Kirkwood will ask her daughter in law if she is able to complete the internal audit for the parish 
council.  
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.48pm 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………….. 
 
Date …………………………….. 
 
 
 

 


