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1 Introduction 

1.1 The Brief 

The Parish Council of Wennington is currently preparing a Neighbourhood 

Plan for the Parish. As part of the preparation of the Plan the Council is 

collecting, collating and assessing a wide-ranging evidence base of 

information about the Parish. 

As part of this evidence base the Parish has commissioned an ecological 

(biodiversity) audit of the Parish. The Audit aims to – 

 Identify and assess the current ecological assets of the Parish in terms 

of species and habitats present. 

 Assess the overall value and ecological status of the Parish. 

 Propose actions and interventions that could enhance the ecological 

status of the Parish. 

This is a Report of the Audit. 

1.2 The Parish of Wennington 

Wennington Parish is a predominantly rural, sparsely populated Parish 

situated in the north east of the City of Lancaster District in Lancashire, very 

close to the border with Yorkshire. The area of the Parish is approximately 3.5 

sq km. 

The Parish is bordered by the River Wenning in the south, the River Greta in 

the north and the Yorkshire border to the east. Both of the rivers are 

tributaries of the River Lune.  

The population is centred in and around the village of Wennington on the 

River Wenning, which is also the location of Wennington Hall, a former 

country house which once owned and managed much of the land in 

Wennington. The Hall is now a school. Other than the Village the population is 

spread over a number of farms. 
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                 Fig 1 Location and Boundary of the Parish of Wennington  

Although Wennington is close to major tourist attractions nearby in North 

Yorkshire and to the south in the Forest of Bowland, and the Village has a 

train station, the Parish does not itself appear to be a major tourist destination 

and is not subject to significant recreational pressure or disturbance. Such 

tourism as there is in the Parish appears low-key and low-impact. 

Topography is variable. Land use is dominated by pastoral agriculture, with 

grassland pastures divided by hedgerows, some of them species-rich. There 

are dry stone walls in places. Agricultural land classifications are dominated 

by Class 3(b) and 4, generally suitable for pastoral farming rather than arable, 

typical of the wider area. The woodlands appear to be managed for sport, 

mainly pheasants but with some partridge. 

There are broad-leaved and mixed woodlands, some registered as ancient 

woodland. The varied topography, river valleys, hedgerows and woodland 

blocks contribute to a high value, attractive landscape. 
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2 Relevant Wildlife Legislation 

In Statutory and Land-use Planning terms, some habitats and species carry 

more weight than others. Generally those habitats and species regarded as 

rare, threatened or endangered are given more protection than others. There 

is a hierarchy, generally set out as follows – 

For designated sites - 

1. Internationally Designated Sites (e.g. Special Protection Areas, Special 

Areas for Conservation) 

2. Nationally Designated Sites (e.g. Sites of Special Scientific Interest) 

3. Sites Designated at a County Level (for Lancashire such sites are 

designated as ‘Biological Heritage Sites) 

4. Sites designated at a local level (e.g. at a Parish or Ward level) 

For species - 

1. Internationally protected species 

2. Nationally protected species 

3. National priority species 

4. County-level priority species (in Lancashire, these species are often 

referred to as ‘Lancashire Key Species’ or LKS) 

2.1 Legislative Context 

The text given below provides a brief summary of the legislation in relation to 

the species or species group in England and Wales. The original Acts, 

Regulations and any amendments should be referred to for the precise 

wording.  

A range of international and national legislation has been established in the 

UK to protect important nature conservation sites and priority species. At the 

international level, European Union (EU) Directives require individual member 

states to implement their conservation provisions nationally for the benefit of 

Europe as a whole. These Directives have been transposed into UK law by 

the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (further amended 

in 2011, 2012and 2017); further details can be obtained from the Joint Nature 

Conservation Committee (JNCC) web site at www.jncc.defra.gov.uk.   

Other international conventions include: the Bern Convention on the 

Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (1979), which 

requires the maintenance of populations of wild flora and fauna, giving 

particular protection to endangered and vulnerable species; and the Bonn 

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (1979), 

which requires the protection of migratory species throughout their entire 

range.  
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The above conventions are implemented in England and Wales via the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) (1981) (as amended) and Countryside 

and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000. This legislation also protects important 

habitats and sites such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).  

At the national level, the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework published in 

2012 is the Government's response to the Convention on Biological Diversity 

(2010). It describes the UK's biological resources, commits a detailed plan for 

the protection of these resources within the UK’s devolved framework across 

England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. The document identifies 

future priorities for nature conservation and adopts a more strategic approach, 

including the conservation and enhancement of ecosystem services and 

sustainability alongside biodiversity. Despite administrative changes following 

devolution, there is still an underlying objective of protecting and enhancing a 

range of priority species and habitats, often still based on the objectives and 

classifications of the original UK Biodiversity Action Plan.  

Biodiversity 2020 is England’s national biodiversity strategy. Building on the 

Natural Environment White Paper published in 2011, this provides a means of 

delivering the international and EU commitments to biodiversity. Under 

Biodiversity 2020, Priority Species and Habitats referred to are those of 

‘Principal Importance’ for the conservation of biodiversity in England listed on 

Section 41 (England) of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

(NERC) Act 2006.  

Finally, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), published in 2012 

provides guidance for local authorities on the content of the Local Plans and is 

a material consideration in determining planning applications. The NPPF has 

replaced much existing planning policy guidance, including Planning Policy 

Statement 9: Biological and Geological Conservation. Briefly, with an overall 

focus on sustainable development, the NPPF states that developments 

should aim to engender positive outcomes for biodiversity, with a particular 

focus on the maintenance and creation of ecological networks. Furthermore, 

the NPPF also states that any planning proposals for which significant 

negative impacts on biodiversity cannot be avoided, mitigated or 

compensated should be refused. 

The NPPF states that the planning system should contribute to and enhance 

the natural environment through a range of actions, including:  

 protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, geological interests and 

soils; 

  recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services; and  

 minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity 

where possible, contributing to the Government’s commitment to halt the 
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overall decline in biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological 

networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures. 

2.1.2 Relevant Protected Species Legislation 

Otters 

Otters are fully protected under both European and UK Legislation.  

It is an offence to – 

 capture, kill, disturb or injure otters 

 damage of destroy an otters breeding or resting place 

 obstruct access to resting places 

Bats 

All wild species of bat in the UK are protected under the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (WCA) 1981, which has also been amended by later 

legislation, including the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 

and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, and this 

legislation is applicable to England and Wales.  

Bats are listed on Schedule 5 of the WCA and are therefore subject to some 

the provisions of Section 9 which, with the amendments, make it an offence 

to:  

 Intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat while it is occupying a structure or 

place which it uses for shelter or protection.  

 Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to any structure or place used 

for shelter or protection by a bat. 

There are additional offences in relation to buying and selling any live or dead 

animal of this species or anything derived from them. Bat species are also 

identified as European Protected Species (EPS) and protected under the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010.   

Seven native British bat species, including the soprano pipistrelle (Pipistrellus 

pygmaeus) and the brown long-eared bat (Plecotus auritus), that are 

frequently found in buildings, are listed as a ‘Priority Species’ under the under 

the 2011 biodiversity strategy for England, Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for 

England’s wildlife and ecosystem services, under the 2012 UK Post-2010 UK 

Biodiversity Framework. These Priority Species are also referred to as 

‘species of principal importance’ for the conservation of biodiversity in 

England and Wales  

Circular 06/2005 Biodiversity and Geological Conservation - Statutory 

Obligations and Their Impact within the Planning System in respect of 
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statutory obligations for biodiversity and geodiversity conservation gives 

guidance about how bats should be protected through the land-use planning 

system. Local authorities in England are required to ensure that where 

significant harm resulting from development cannot be avoided (through 

locating on alternative sites with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, 

or, as a last resort, compensated for, planning permission is refused. The 

commitment to preserving, restoring or enhancing biodiversity is further 

emphasised for England and Wales in Section 40 of the NERC Act 2006. 

Birds 

All wild species of breeding birds and their nests are protected under Part 1 of 

the Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981, as amended by later legislation 

including the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000. This 

legislation applies in England and Wales.  

Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act provides special protection for 

certain rare bird species and includes birds such as barn owl (Tyto alba) and 

Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis).  

 Hedgerows 

‘Important’ hedgerows, defined by their relative species diversity and/or by 

their historical value, are specially protected under the terms of the Hedgerow 

(protection) Regulations 1997. Generally the removal of important 

hedgerows is prohibited, unless special circumstances can be proven and 

usually replacement hedge row planting will then be required. 
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3   Methodology 

3.1 Desk-top survey 

 Desk-top information was collected from the following sources – 

 LERN, the biological records centre for Lancashire 

 The MAGIC website, www.magic.gov.uk  

 The RSPB and the BTO 

 Lancashire Wildlife Trust 

 Knowledge of local residents 

 ‘Google’ Earth, ‘Google Maps’ and associated aerial photography 

For designated sites a ‘buffer zone’ of 1km was taken around the Parish 

Boundary. 

For species data collection, because some species records are at 1k, 4km or 

even 10km grid square level an overall 5km ‘buffer zone’ was taken. Species 

records in Appendix 3 therefore relate to an area wider than the actual area of 

the Parish. 

3.2  Extended Phase 1 Habitat (Field) Surveys 

An Extended Phase 1 habitat survey of the Parish was undertaken in late 

April and early May 2018. 

The survey method followed the standard JNCC (2010) technique for 

classifying and mapping British habitats. The survey aimed to provide a 

record of habitats that are present within the Parish and to further investigate 

those that are likely to be ecologically important.  

The survey included a general assessment for the presence or potential 

presence of protected species, noting any areas of suitable habitat and the 

location and type of any field signs recorded. In particular, this component of 

the field survey focused on the following species: badger (Meles meles), bats, 

otters, breeding birds and terrestrial invertebrates.  

A botanical species list was compiled for those plant species which were 

readily identifiable on the day of survey (see below for survey constraints).  

On the early morning of the 2nd May (at dawn) a bat activity survey was 

undertaken along a short stretch of the River Wenning close to the Village. 

This survey used Peterrsson D240 hand-held bat detectors. 

 

 

http://www.magic.gov.uk/
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3.3  Survey Constraints 

The Extended Phase 1 habitat survey was undertaken rather early in the year 

(early May) following a particularly cold winter (2017-18), which had led to a 

more delayed Spring than usual. As a result, it is likely that a proportion of 

plant species such as late-flowering annual species were missed.  

The survey days were rather overcast with some rain, reducing invertebrate 

activity. Invertebrates are therefore under recorded.  

In addition, a number of species were visible, but not readily identifiable due 

to lack of diagnostic features such as flowers, leaves or seeds.  

Some parts of the Parish were not readily accessible to the field surveyors, 

located on private land, although most areas were able to be assessed, some 

from a distance with binoculars. 

As is the case with most surveys of this kind they represent a ‘snapshot’ in 

time and cannot represent the full wealth of wildlife in a particular area, 

particularly because habitats and species populations fluctuate and change 

Fig 2 Bat transect route 
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over time. A certain (significant) reliance must therefore be placed on the 

available desk-top data. 
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4 Results 

4.1 Desk-top Surveys 

4.1.1 Designated Sites 

Internationally designated sites 

There are no internationally designated nature conservation sites within the 

Parish Boundaries or within 1km of the Parish boundary 

Nationally designated sites 

There are no nationally designated nature conservation sites within the Parish 

boundary, but there is one Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within 1km 

of the boundary of the Parish to the south. This is ‘Robert Hall Moor’ SSSI. 

This SSSI is a species-rich area of wet unimproved grassland, flushes and 

scrub. It is the only extensive example of species-rich undrained and 

unimproved base-flushed neutral grassland known to remain in the County of 

Lancashire 

Given the most likely scale and type of development that may take place in 

the Parish of Wennington, and the distance of the SSSI from the boundary of 

the Parish, development in Wennington will not have any impacts on the 

special interest of the SSSI. 

                

 
Fig 3 Locations of SSSIs 
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Locally Designated Sites 

There are 16 Biological Heritage Sites (BHs) within the Parish or within a 1km 

buffer of the Parish boundary, and 7 BHS sites within the Parish boundary 

itself. 

The BHS sites within the Parish include – 

1. The River Greta

2. Greta Wood and Windy Bank Wood

3. Standra Wood

4. Moss House and Shaw Woods

5. Old Wennington Mire

6. Gill Wood

7. Bull Bank Meadow

Full details of these sites can be found in Appendix 4. Brief details (dating 

from the late 1990’s, data from LERN) are as follows – 

The River Greta 

No original description of the River Greta BHS is available. 

Greta Wood and Windy Bank Wood 

The site comprises a long, predominantly semi-natural band of woodland 

running along both sides of the River Greta. The woodland is included in the 

Lancashire Inventory of Ancient Woodland (Provisional), 

The lower parts of the woods support a rich bryophyte flora, including the 

nationally scarce moss, Campylostelium saxicola. Three plants recorded at 

the site - globeflower, stone bramble and dark-leaved willow - are listed in the 

Provisional Lancashire Red Data List of Vascular. The woodland canopy 

consists mainly of oak and elm with sycamore, ash and silver birch. Hazel, 

bird cherry, rowan, elder, blackthorn, hawthorn and guelder rose are present 

in the understorey.  

The ground flora includes bluebell, dog's mercury, wood anemone, wood-

sorrel, broad buckler-fern, male-fern, lady-fern, beech fern, hard fern and 

great wood-rush. Alder and willows occur in the wetter areas. There is a rich 

ground flora on damp base-rich areas, with species such as ramsons, dog's 

mercury, alternate-leaved and opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage, primrose, 

herb-Robert, sanicle, yellow pimpernel, wood stitchwort, lesser celandine, 

goldilocks buttercup and giant bellflower. 
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Standra Wood 

Semi-natural Ancient Woodland along the south bank of the River Greta. The 

canopy is dominated by ash and wych elm with occasional oak, sycamore, 

alder and birch. Scot’s pine, beech and wild cherry occur rarely. The ground 

flora includes bluebell, dogs mercury, red campion, wood sage, yellow 

pimpernel, wood avens, primrose, herb Robert, male fern and broad buckler 

fern. 

Old Wennington Mire 

The site comprises a shallow valley, situated to the north-west of Gill Wood. 

The BHS supports mire vegetation in the valley bottom and gorse scrub along 
the northern valley-side. Three species of grasshopper - brown grasshopper 
(Chorthippus bunneus), meadow grasshopper (C. parallelus) and green 
grasshopper (Omocestus viridulus) - are found at the site and a rare nomad 
bee, Nomada lathburiana, has been recorded. 

The level valley bottom has a good representation of mire species: sharp-
flowered rush and marsh pennywort are abundant, accompanied by frequent 
hard rush, marsh marigold, common marsh-bedstraw, Yorkshire-fog, tufted 
forget-me-not, lesser spearwort and marsh valerian. Other species present 
include bottle sedge, fen bedstraw, bugle, cuckooflower, soft rush, blunt-
flowered rush, bogbean and lousewort. In the south of the site tufted hair-
grass, soft rush and sharp-flowered rush are abundant, with species such as 
meadowsweet, meadow vetchling, water mint and reed canary-grass also 
present. Alder and willow are found in the far south. 

The valley-side in the north-west of the site supports gorse scrub and 

incorporates an old quarry. 

Gill Wood 

The site comprises woodland occupying a north-west facing slope, to the 

south-west of Gill Farm. The woodland is ancient, semi-natural in character. 

The canopy is dominated by oak, with sycamore, ash, birch and beech. Hazel 

and holly are present in the understorey. Species present in the ground layer 

include sheep's fescue, wood-sorrel, broad buckler-fern and hard fern. 

Moss House and Shaw Woods 

The site comprises two adjoining woods situated on sloping ground above a 
brook approximately 1 km north east of Wennington. Evidence from historic 
maps and field survey indicates that the site is characteristic of ancient 
woodland. 

The canopy of both woods is very varied and has been significantly modified 
in the past through the planting of broadleaved and coniferous species such 
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as beech, sycamore, lime, Scot’s pine and larch, although oak, ash and birch 
are also present. Shaw Wood has no canopy in places and appears to be a 
former hazel coppice. 

The understorey remains predominantly semi-natural in character. Holly, 
hazel, elder, hawthorn, bird cherry and regenerating ash are all present in 
varying frequencies, although rhododendron and snowberry occur here and 
there. 

The woods support a rich field layer characteristic of ancient semi-natural 
woodland. Species present include bluebell (abundant), wood-sorrel, dog’s 
mercury, primrose, herb-Robert, moschatel, wood avens, wood speedwell, 
greater stitchwort, yellow pimpernel, lesser celandine, barren strawberry, 
foxglove, honeysuckle, bramble, wood sedge, broad buckler-fern, male-fern, 
hart’s-tongue and common polypody. In addition, damp areas support 
ramsons, opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage, bugle, meadowsweet, remote 
sedge, soft-rush and tufted hair-grass. 

An aqueduct passes through Moss House Wood. This has created an open 
ride which supports abundant lesser pond sedge together with other wet 
grassland plants such as angelica, ragged-robin, greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, 
bugle, meadowsweet, common marsh-bedstraw, marsh thistle, soft-rush, hard 
rush and hairy sedge. 

Bull Bank Meadow 

The site comprises a damp semi-natural, neutral grassland hay meadow 
situated approximately 1.5 km north east of the village of Wennington. Wood 
club-rush, (Scirpus sylvaticus), a species included in the Provisional 
Lancashire Red Data List of Vascular Plants, occurs on the banks of a stream 
which flows east-west through the middle of the meadow. An aqueduct runs 
across the western side of the site. 

The meadow is low lying and very wet in places and therefore cannot all be 
cut. The variety of habitats present supports an exceptionally rich assemblage 
of plants. Sweet vernal-grass, crested dog’s-tail, common bent, Yorkshire fog, 
meadow buttercup and creeping buttercup are all abundant, whilst common 
knapweed, common bird’s-foot trefoil, greater bird’s-foot-trefoil, ragged-robin, 
meadow vetchling, meadowsweet, devil’s-bit scabious, marsh marigold, 
marsh ragwort, hard rush and jointed rush occur frequently. 

Occasional species include common spotted-orchid, lesser stitchwort, water 
avens, great burnet, selfheal, autumn hawkbit, oxeye daisy, cat’s-ear, bugle, 
betony, common sorrel, ribwort plantain, common marsh-bedstraw, lesser 
spearwort, meadow foxtail, marsh foxtail, field wood-rush and soft-rush. 
Sedges occur frequently and include lesser pond-sedge, brown sedge, hairy 
sedge, carnation sedge, oval sedge and common sedge. Floating sweet-
grass is locally dominant in some of the wet areas. 
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Additional species occur along the banks of the stream including crosswort, 
pignut, wild angelica, and sneezewort together with occasional alder and 
gorse. 

The full list of BHS sites located in Wennington and within 1km of the Parish 

boundary is – 

1. The River Greta

2. Greta Wood and Windy Bank Wood

3. High Wood

4. Standra Wood

5. Howsons’ New Wood

6. Melling Moor

7. Moss House and Shaw Woods

8. Bull Bank Meadow

9. Old Wennington Mire

10. Gill Wood

11. Cockshott’s Wood

12. Rectory Wood

13. Long Close Wood, Calf Close Wood and Cherry tree Bank Wood

14. Dismantled Railway at

15. Park Gill Wood

16. Clintsfield Wood
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4.1.2 Specially Protected Species 

The following specially protected species have been recorded in the past in 

the Parish or within 5km of the Parish boundary 

 Otters (both from the Greta and the Wenning)

 Kingfishers

 Pipistrelle Bats

 Natterer’s Bat

 Brown long-eared Bats

 Kingfisher

 Barn Owl

Otter Holts, possibly breeding Holts, are reported from the River Wenning 

within the Parish. 

Bat Roosts are known from NGR - 

 SD 620708 (Brown long-eared roost, Moss House 2012),

 SD 620708 (Pipistrelle roost, Moss House 2012),

 SD616703 (Pipistrelle roost, Wennington Hall School 1992),

 SD616703 (Natterer’s roost, Wennington Hall School 1992),

 SD623702 (Pipistrelle roost, Cravens Farm 1991)
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4.1.3 Lancashire Key Species (Priority Species) 

Table 1 Lancashire Key Species (Priority Species) 

Common Name Taxon group Most recent 
Year Recorded 

Lesser Redpoll Bird 1999 

Common Sandpiper Bird 1999 

Skylark Bird 1999 

European Eel Fish 2013 

Gold Spangle Moth 2003 

Bent-moss Moss 1994 

Long-stalked yellow 
sedge 

Flowering plant 1996 

Melancholy Thistle Flowering plant 1964 

Pyrenean Scurvygrass Flowering plant 1976 

Rossettis pouncewort Liverwort 1985 

Raven Bird 2015 

Bullhead Fish 2013 

Small square-spot Moth 2003 

Small Phoenix Moth 2003 

Kestrel Bird 1999 

Japanese knotweed Flowering plant 1964 

Oystercatcher Bird 2017 

Ghost Moth Moth 2003 

Swallow Bird 2015 

Bluebell Flowering plant 2013 

Rosy Rustic Moth 2003 

Tutsan Flowering plant 1964 

Indian balsam Flowering plant 2017 

Blunt-flowered rush Flowering plant 1996 

Mountain notchwort Liverwort 1985 

Brown Hare Mammal 2006 

Welsh poppy Flowering plant 1964 

Bogbean Flowering plant 1996 

Rosy minor Moth 2003 

Monkeyflower Flowering plant 2017 

Grey Wagtail Bird 2017 

Spotted Flycatcher Bird 2004 

Natterer’s Bat Mammal 1993 

Birds-nest orchid Flowering plant 1915 

Curlew Bird 2004 

Powdered Quaker Moth 2004 

Straw Bristle-moss Moss 1985 

House Sparrow Bird 2009 

Wood Warbler Bird 2004 
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Scots pine Flowering plant 2000 

Pipistrelle Mammal 2012 

Marsh Thyme-moss Moss 1985 

Brown long-eared bat Mammal 2012 

Solomons seal Flowering plant 1964 

Birds-eye primrose Flowering plant 1907 

Dunnock Bird 2009 

Rhododendron Flowering plant 2000 

Stone bramble Flowering plant 1964 

Dark-leaved Willow Flowering plant 1976 

Atlantic Salmon Fish 2013 

Brown Trout Fish 2013 

Wood club-rush Flowering plant 2003 

Shaded broad-bar Moth 2002 

Saw-wort Flowering plant 1942 

White ermine Moth 2004 

Buff ermine Moth 2004 

Starling Bird 1999 

Shelduck Bird 1999 

Globeflower Flowering plant 2002 

Song thrush Bird 2009 

Mistle thrush Bird 2009 

Cinnabar Moth 1944 

Lapwing Bird 1999 

Complete species lists for the Parish can be found in Appendix 1 
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4.2 Field (habitat) survey results 

The following habitat types were recorded during the field surveys (by area) – 

 Improved agricultural grassland

 Broad-leaved Woodland – semi natural

 Mixed Woodland – semi natural

 Mixed plantation woodland

 Running water

 Hedgerows – native species-rich

 Hedgerows – species-poor

 Hedge with Trees

 Defunct Hedge

 Parkland with Scattered Trees

 Marsh / Marshy Grassland

 Ponds (standing water)

 Species-rich grassland

The overall habitat map for the Parish is presented in Appendix 1 

The dominant grassland habitats are species-poor, dominanted by rye grass 

Lolium perenne, with crested dogs tail Cynosurus cristatus, yorkshire fog, 

meadow grass Poa spp., bent grass Agrostis sp. and cock’s foot. Herbs are 

few and dominated by patches of ruderal weed species such as creeping 

thistle, docks and nettle with limited soft rush. 

Woodlands are mixed and more varied, with much of the wildlife interest of 

the Parish focussed on the woodlands and the rivers. 

A number of the (extensive) hedgerows can be classified as species rich and 

‘important’, supporting hawthorn, hazel, blackthorn, lime, oak, elder and holly. 

Botanical diversity at hedgerow bases is also impressive in places, with 

meadowsweet, primroses, silverweed, herb Robert, violets, hogweed, flag 

iris, cow parsley and chickweed. Wood warbler, willow warbler, blackcap, 

song thrush and dunnock were among the bird species recorded singing in 

the hedgerows in 2018. 
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4.2.1 Target Notes 

Locations of Target Notes – 

Target Note 1 – woodlands along the River Greta (BHS site) 

A diverse semi-natural band of woodland running along both sides of the 

River Greta in the north of the Parish.  

The woodland canopy is mixed, comprising mainly of oak with sycamore, ash 

and silver birch. There are also conifer species including European larch. 

Hazel, bird cherry, rowan, elder, blackthorn, hawthorn and guelder rose are 

present in the understorey.  

Compared to the BHS site description the understorey and ground flora was 

rather poorer than expected. It did include bluebell, dog's mercury, wood 

anemone, wood-sorrel, broad buckler-fern, male-fern, lady-fern, great wood-

rush. Alder and willows occur in the wetter areas closer to the River, although 

the understorey in places was not well developed, possibly because of heavy 

canopy shading. The woodlands appear to be partly managed for game 

(Pheasants).  
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The ground flora on damper areas included ramsons, dog's mercury, 

alternate-leaved and opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage, primrose, herb-

Robert, lesser celandine. No bellflower was recorded in 2018.  

Birds recorded here included great spotted woodpecker, swifts, swallows, 

oystercatcher and grey heron. 

Target Note 2 – Bull Bank Meadow (BHS site) 

Difficult to access directly but viewable, the important species-rich area of the 

BHS appears to have reduced somewhat in area since last surveyed (the 

1990’s). It is now more closely associated with a small water course.  

This area needs direct access for full survey effort. 

Target Note 3 – Old Wennington Mire (BHS site) 

The site comprises a shallow valley, situated to the north-west of Gill Wood. 
Full access was not possible 

The mire vegetation in the valley bottom and gorse scrub along the northern 
valley-side appear to still be present.  

The level valley bottom has a good representation of mire species: sharp-
flowered rush and marsh pennywort are present, accompanied by hard rush, 
marsh marigold, common marsh-bedstraw, Yorkshire-fog, tufted forget-me-
not and lesser spearwort. Other species present include soft rush and 
bogbean.  

In the south of the site tufted hair-grass, soft rush and sharp-flowered rush are 
abundant. The valley-side in the north-west of the site supports gorse scrub 
and incorporates an old quarry. 

Requires full access for comprehensive re-survey 

Target Note 4 – Lower Ravens Close Wood 

Mature broadleaved woodland dominated by beech with oak, silver birch and 

holly. Understorey was rather poor, although hawthorn, elder and hazel are 

present. Ground flora included dog’s mercury, bluebell and wood anemone. 

Target Note 5 – Woodland along the River Wenning 

An area of mature broadleaved woodland, wet woodland and marshy 

grassland. The canopy is dominated by sycamore, with oak, hazel, alder, grey 

willow and common lime. Horse chestnut is present. Ground flora included 

ramsons, hedge garlic, wood anemone, dog’s mercury, bluebell, harts tongue 

fern, broad buckler fern, lesser celandine and opposite-leaved golden 

saxifrage. Also present were lord-and-ladies, hogweed, red campion and 

butterbur. 
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Significant bird interest, including great tit, blue tit, chiff-chaff, kingfisher, jay, 

blackbird, song thrush, chaffinch and blackcap. 

The River is wide and fast flowing, with rocky banks and bed. Otters and Trout 

have been recorded here.  

There is a fine bank of primroses along the southern river bank, in a stone 

revetment for the railway. 

Target Note 6 – Wennington Hall 

Mixed woodland, parkland with mature trees around the old Wennington Hall, 

now a school. Some fine Scots pine, with sycamore, oak, hazel, silver birch 

and yew. 

4.2.2 Specially Protected Species recorded during 2018 field surveys 

 Otter*

 Barn Owl*

 Kingfisher

 Common Pipistrelle Bat

 Brown Long-eared Bat

 Natterer’s Bat

 Noctule Bats

* reliable reports although not seen by surveyors
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Table 2 Lancashire Key Species recorded in 2018 field surveys 

Common Name Taxon group 

Skylark Bird 

Long-stalked yellow sedge Flowering plant 

Melancholy Thistle Flowering plant 

Kestrel Bird 

Japanese knotweed Flowering plant 

Oystercatcher Bird 

Swallow Bird 

Bluebell Flowering plant 

Tutsan Flowering plant 

Indian balsam Flowering plant 

Blunt-flowered rush Flowering plant 

Brown Hare Mammal 

Welsh poppy Flowering plant 

Bogbean Flowering plant 

Grey Wagtail Bird 

Natterer’s Bat Mammal 

Curlew Bird 

House Sparrow Bird 

Wood Warbler Bird 

Scots pine Flowering plant 

Pipistrelle Mammal 

Brown long-eared bat Mammal 

Solomons seal Flowering plant 

Dunnock Bird 

Rhododendron Flowering plant 

Wood club-rush Flowering plant 

Starling Bird 

Song thrush Bird 

Mistle thrush Bird 

Lapwing Bird 
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Table 3 Bird Species Recorded During 2018 Surveys 

Common Name Confirmed Breeding? 

Great Titi Yes 

Blue Tit Yes 

Coal Tit 

Robin 

Wren Yes 

Chiff-chaff 

Long-tailed Tit 

Kingfisher 

Magpie Yes 

Black-headed Gull 

Pheasant 

Crow 

Jackdaw Yes 

Great spotted woodpecker Yes 

Jay Yes 

Willow Warbler 

Wood Warbler 

Woodpigeon 

Kestrel 

(French) Partridge 

Curlew Yes 

Oystercatcher Yes 

Grey Heron 

Buzzard 

Barn Owl* 

Little Owl* 

Tawny Owl* 

Sparrowhawk 

Swallow Yes 

Swift 

House Martin 

House Sparrow Yes 

Dunnock Yes 

Lapwing 

Goldfinch 

Chaffinch 

Skylark 

Herring Gull 

Rook 

Dipper 

Nuthatch 

Blackbird Yes 

Song Thrush Yes 
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Mallard 

Pied Wagtail 

Grey Wagtail Yes 

Blackcap 

Starling Yes 

* Reliable reports although not seen by surveyors

Table 4 Mammals Recorded in 2018 surveys 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Brown Hare Lepus europaeus 

Mole Talpa europaea 

Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 

Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis 

Hedgehog Erinaceus eurpaeus 

Brown long-eared Bat Plecotus auritas 

Natterer’s Bat Myotis nattereri 

Common Pipistrelle Bat Pipistrellus pipistrellus 

Noctule Bat Nyctalus noctula 

Otter* Lutra Lutra 

* Reliable reports although not seen by surveyors

Table 5 Invertebrates Recorded in 2018 surveys 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Speckled Wood butterfly Pararge aegeria 

Peacock butterfly Aglais io 

Common blue damselfly Enallagama cyathigerum 

Buff-tailed bumblebee Bombus terrestris 
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4.2.3 Results of bat activity survey 

A bat activity survey was undertaken in the early morning (two hours) of the 

May 2nd 2018 through the Village centre and along a short stretch of the River 

Wenning close to the Village Centre (fig 3) 

Heterodyne bat detectors were used, together with ‘BatSound’ software for 

the analysis of sonograms. 

Four species of bat were recorded, three involving (probably) single bats and 

Common Pipistrelle involving several bats (as many as four individual bats). 

Common Pipistrelle, Brown Long-eared, Noctule and Natterer’s Bats were all 

recorded. This is an impressive and unusual result from a survey of a short 

time period and covering a relatively small area, a probable reflection of the 

richness of the bat feeding habitat along the River Wenning and surrounding 

woodland.  

The scope of the survey was not sufficient to identify potential bat roosting 

sites, although given the timings of the survey (dawn, becoming light) this is 

an indication that roosts are probably nearby. 
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5 Discussion 

5.1 Current Ecological Status of the Parish 

The Parish of Wennington is rich in wildlife, supporting designated (protected) 

sites, a range of specially protected and priority species and important 

habitats. 

Habitats of particular note are the woodlands, the hedgerows and the rivers 

and associated river valleys. Much of the species diversity to be found in the 

Parish is associated with these habitats.  

Species of particular note include otters, possibly breeding in the Parish or 

nearby, and bats. 

The dominant land-use is pastoral farming and the associated agricultural 

practices related to this land-use have led to large areas of generally species-

poor pastoral grassland, probably best characterised as plant community type 

MG7 of the National Vegetation Classification. Modern farming practices have 

also likely led to a reduction in breeding success of some ground nesting 

birds, including Curlew, oystercatcher and lapwing, because of drainage of 

wet grassland and seeding, rolling and fertilising of the grass. 

But the nature of the farming activity has meant that well-maintained 

hedgerows still separate many of the land parcels. The hedgerows, as well as 

being a valuable habitat in their own right, also provide a relatively high 

degree of landscape connectivity. 

The influence of the old Wennington Hall Estate, which owned and managed 

much of the local land in the past, is evident in the similar, distinct woodland 

planting schemes, incorporating both conifer plantations (including Scots pine 

and European larch) and mixed broadleaved trees or varying ages and 

variable structure. 

In 2018 in some places the woodland understory appeared rather 

impoverished compared to what may have been expected from previous 

records, perhaps kept clearer for sporting purposes.  

Bull Bank Meadow, a BHS site, appears to have been reduced in area. 

There are some very fine veteran trees, notably veteran oaks. 
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5.2 Recommendations for Future Surveys 

The following surveys would add useful records to the Parish List – 

 Invertebrate surveys, including butterflies, moths, dragonflies and

bees and wasps

 Moss surveys

 Lichen surveys

More involved surveys of two BHS sites (Bull Bank Meadow and Old 

Wennington Mire) are also recommended to update the BHS site descriptions 

more thoroughly.  

5.3 Recommendations for Development Proposals in the Parish 

 Any building demolitions or conversions should be supported by bat

surveys and barn owl surveys.

 Development should avoid harm to any designated sites.

 Developments should be required to contribute to biodiversity net gain.

5.4 Suggested Biodiversity Enhancements 

There are a number of relatively simple, inexpensive interventions that could 

enhance the wildlife value of the Parish. Some of these measures are 

described below – 

5.4.1 Bird nesting boxes 

The erection of a range of bird nesting boxes throughout the parish would 

increase available nesting habitats. In particular nest boxes specifically 

designed for Swifts would be very useful. Swifts are in rapid decline in the UK 

and part of the reason for this is a reducing umber of suitable nesting sites. 
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 A dedicated Swift Nesting Box 

5.4.2 Bat Roosting Boxes 

One of the biggest causes of the decline in bat populations in the UK is the 

loss of suitable roosting sites. The erection of suitable artificial roosting 

spaces for bats can be a valuable way of enhancing wildlife. 

Typical bat roosting boxes 
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5.4.3 Hedgerow Restoration 

Although the Parish supports significant lengths of hedgerows, some of 

which are species-rich and therefore ‘important’, it is clear from examining 

older maps and aerial photographs of the Parish that some lengths of 

hedgerow previously present have been lost or are now unmanaged. 

Restoring some of these hedgerows through new planting and improved 

management could greatly benefit wildlife. 

5.4.4 Grassland diversification 

Species diversity in much of the agricultural grassland in the Parish was 

disappointing.  

There are some opportunities for grassland diversification on the Village 

Greens and other greenspace within the Village or around Wennington Hall 

School.  

Guidance of the creation of wildflower-rich grassland can be found here – 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/sites/default/files/Sheet%203_Grassland%20creati

on%205_07_1.pdf  

https://farmwildlife.info/how-to-do-it/flower-rich-habitats/livestock-wildflower-

rich-grassland-restoration/    

5.4.5 Fruit tree planting 

Fruit trees (e.g. apples, pears, cherries) can be very useful as a food source 

for many invertebrates and birds. They can also be an attractive landscape 

asset in the Spring. There are opportunities to plant some fruit trees on the 

greenspaces within the Village and around Wennington Hall School.  

5.346 Garden and Field Ponds 

Open water is a scarce habitat within the parish, although this habitat type can 

be very rich in wildlife, and it is notable that very few amphibians have been 

recorded in the Parish.  

It is suggested that creating even a small number of new ponds could greatly 

benefit wildlife.  

There are a range of very good guides available about how to create and 

manage ponds for wildlife. For example, see – 

https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/million-ponds/pond-creation-toolkit/ 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/sites/default/files/Sheet%203_Grassland%20creation%205_07_1.pdf
https://www.buglife.org.uk/sites/default/files/Sheet%203_Grassland%20creation%205_07_1.pdf
https://farmwildlife.info/how-to-do-it/flower-rich-habitats/livestock-wildflower-rich-grassland-restoration/
https://farmwildlife.info/how-to-do-it/flower-rich-habitats/livestock-wildflower-rich-grassland-restoration/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/projects/million-ponds/pond-creation-toolkit/
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Appendix 1 Full plant list recorded in the Parish (all-time list) 

See separate Excel file 



36 

Appendix 2 

Flowering Plants Recorded in the Parish of Wennington, 2018 (common names 

only) 

Bramble 

Elder 

Red Campion 

Rowan 

Greater Stitchwort 

Common Nettle 

Violet 

Sycamore 

Ramsons 

Alder 

Wood Anemone 

Lords-and-Ladies 

Annual Meadow-grass 

Brooklime 

Dog’s Mercury 

Groundsel 

Red Fescue 

Spear thistle 

Silver Birch 

Ground elder 

Cock’s foot 

Wild cherry 

Daisy 

Bluebell 

Common Chickweed 

Goat willow 
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False oat-grass 

Hedge bindweed 

Sticky mouse-ear 

Creeping thistle 

Hazel 

Hawthorn 

Red Campion 

Russian comfrey 

Dandelion 

White clover 

Red clover 

Common sorrel 

Bush vetch 

Broad-leaved dock 

Snowberry 

Silverweed 

Pineappleweed 

Scented mayweed 

Timothy 

Blackthorn 

Oak 

Meadow buttercup 

Curled Dock 

Gorse  

Bilberry 

Sycamore 

Common Ivy 

Cleavers 

Herb Robert 
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Wood avens 

Perennial rye grass 

Butterbur 

Garlic mustard 

Ramsons 

Cow parsley 

Welsh poppy 

Wood sorrel 

Meadowsweet 

Himalayan 

Honeysuckle 

Hard rush 

Soft rush 

Horse chestnut 

Common bent 

Creeping bent 

Beech 

Hogweed 

Creeping soft grass 

Yorkshire fog 

Beech 

Alder 

Cuckoo flower 

Holly 

Compact rush 

Lesser celandine 

Opposite-leaved golden saxifrage 

Wood sedge 

Hairy wood rush 
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Ash 

Blackthorn 

Foxglove 

Ragged robin 

Lesser burdock 

Ribwort plantain 

Greater plantain 

Silverweed  

Red dead-nettle 

Yellow Iris 
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Appendix 3 Phase 1 Habitat map (summary) 
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Appendix 4 Full BHS site citations for BHSs within the Parish 
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 Appendix 5 Photos, 2018 

  Photo 1 The River Wenning 

Photo 2 The Bridge over the River Wenning 
  in the Village centre 



47 

 Photo 3 Woodland in the Wenning Valley 

    Photo 4 Typical pastoral landscape, 
 Parish of Wennington 
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 Photo 5 Part of the Greta Valley 

 Photo 6 Typical pastoral landscape, Wennington 
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Photo 7 Woodland in the Greta Valley 

Photo 8 Pastoral landscape with woodland, 
 hedgerows and walls, Wennington 




