
  Wennington Parish Council 
Minutes of the annual parish council meeting held on Monday 21st May at 

7.00pm at Wennington Hall School, Wennington. 
 
  Present: Cllr Hunter (Chairman), Cllr Ridsdale, Cllr Sykes, Cllr Whatmough. 
  Nine members of the public. 
 
Appointment of chairman. 
Nominated: Cllr Hunter. 
Proposed by Cllr Whatmough. 
Seconded by Cllr Ridsdale. 
 
Appointment of vice chairman. 
Nominated: Cllr Sykes. 
Proposed by Cllr Cllr Hunter. 
Seconded by Cllr Whatmough. 
 
Open forum. 
No issues were raised by the public. 
 
18/30 Apologies for absence. 
Cllr Kirkwood. 
 
18/31 Declarations of interests and dispensations. 
Cllr Ridsdale declared an interest in the village flooding village update agenda item. 
 
18/32 To consider and approve the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on Monday 19th March 
2018. 
It was resolved that the minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by Cllr  
Hunter after the following amendment: the parish council will not be looking into replacing 
signage for dog fouling on the green. 
Proposed by Cllr Whatmough. 
Seconded by Cllr Sykes.  
 
18/33 Planning applications. 
Planning Application (18/00575/OUT) Builders Yard, Forgewood House, Wennington, Lancaster, 
LA2 8NN. 
Wennington Parish Council has a demonstrable track record, over many years, of supporting housing 
development within the parish. The council is fully committed to taking a proactive approach and 
positively influencing all future housing developments within the parish. This is evidenced by that 
fact that the parish council is currently at an advanced stage in the process of developing its 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). Our NDP is currently in draft format and will come out of 
the (Regulation 14) formal consultation process on Friday 25th May 2018. A copy of the Regulation 
14 Draft NDP can be downloaded from the parish council website 
(https://wenningtonparishcouncil.wordpress.com/planning/). Although this document is still a draft 
document the evidence base within it is extensive and no less valid than if it were a made plan. 
Clearly, it is the view and wish of the parish council that the planning authority carefully consider, 
and take into account, the issues and all the policies outlined in this draft plan when determining this 
application. The parish council wishes to take a 'neutral' stance in relation to this application. 



However, the Housing Needs Survey (conducted last year as part of the NDP process) highlighted 
two particularly relevant issues (Ref: Page 49, Wennington Regulation 14 Draft Plan 28 March 2018): 
1. "95% of respondents did not support the development of new housing in recognised flood zones 
or areas prone to surface water flooding". 2. There is no identified local need for additional housing 
within the parish in the next 5 years. 
 
18/34 Community emergency plan. 
The community emergency plan group have drafted a plan and circulated it to the parish councillors. 
It will also be sent to the civil contingencies officer at Lancaster City Council.  
The group will develop the draft which will include details of contacts and equipment lists. They will 
also collect details on the most vulnerable residents in the parish. 
The group would like a room at Wennington Hall School to use as a control / emergency centre in 
the event of an emergency. This may not be possible as it closes at the weekend and during holidays. 
The parish council were asked to consider the possibility of holding any grants or funds in the parish 
council bank account, that may come through for the emergency plan. 
There will be courses (i.e. defib training) and table-top exercises for volunteers and councillors to 
attend. The CEP group will let the parish council know when these are being held. 

 
18/35 Neighbourhood development plan. 
The parish council have approved the draft plan and the consultation period will run from the 2nd 
April until the 25th May. 
The draft was also sent to all parishioners, statutory consultees and key stakeholders. There has 
been approximately 12 responses, which support the plan. LCC has asked for amendments to be 
made and Historic England have asked for a heritage asset listing. 
The biodiversity report will be received on Friday and all responses will be gathered and listed, 
forming the final draft of the plan, which will be submitted to Lancaster City Council. 
 
18/36 Highways. 
The parish council have borrowed Caton Parish Council’s SpID and it will be relocated to Lodge Lane, 
once the battery is recharged.  The parish council would like to collect the data from the speed 
indicator, but are unsure how to do this or if it can be done. 
The clerk informed the parish council that Melling with Wrayton Parish Council are considering 
buying a solar charged SpID replacement and may want to sell their current one. Cllr Hunter will 
contact Melling to enquire about the SpID. 
 
HGV’s have been driving over the edge of the kerbs at Nether View. The parish council would like to 
place large stones on the kerbs to deter the HGV’s from using this route. 
 
18/37 Insurance renewal. 
The clerk has received a quote from Came and Company for £218.00. NFU Mutual have also been 
asked to provide a quote, which the clerk will circulate to councillors for decision.  
 
18/38 GDPR update and consideration of £5 information pack contribution. 
The clerk will complete the parish council data audit and work through the data protection 
regulations. 
It was resolved that the parish council contribute £5 to the GDPR pack.  
Proposed by Cllr Hunter. 
Seconded by Cllr Whatmough. 
 
18/39 To consider the renewal of the LALC subscription. 
It was resolved that parish council will not renew the LALC membership. 



Proposed by Cllr Hunter. 
Seconded by Cllr Whatmough. 
 
18/40 Village flooding update and site visit report. 
A parishioner informed the parish council that an engineer had been commissioned by herself and 
two other households to look further into flooding issues in the village. A 35 page report has been 
produced, which states that there are problems with LCC Highways drainage and the proposed work 
by Highways is inadequate and won’t work. 
The resident would like the parish council to support the householders in lobbying to the relevant 
agencies to get assistance with flood prevention in the village. They would also like the parish 
council to agree to a swale across the village green, taking the water straight to the river and 
preventing their houses from flooding. 
The parish council agree to support the lobbying but are unable to support the swale as there could 
be a possibility that water would be pushed further down the road onto other residents’ properties. 
It was advised that the residents ask the Environment Agency and Highways for further information 
on flood prevention, before the parish council can agree to support any works. 
 
18/41 Finance. 
Payments 
G Mason, clerks wages (March/April) £262.60 and expenses £25.01                                         £287.61 
BDO auditors (previous year’s invoice.)                                                                                               £36.00 
Wennington School room hire                                                                                                              £90.00 
C Hunter litter-picker purchase reimbursement                                                                                £20.70 
G Mason GDPR pack reimbursement                                                                                                     £5.00                                                                                                                                         
Internal auditor postage costs                                                                                                                 £1.80 
A Tennant village maintenance                                                                                                           £340.80 
It was resolved that the above payments be made. 
Proposed by Cllr Hunter. 
Seconded by Cllr Whatmough. 
Receipts 
Precept 2018/2019                                                                                                                             £3656.32 
 
18/42 To consider and approve the audit 2017/2018. 
It was resolved that the audit be approved and signed by the chairman. 
Proposed by Cllr Hunter. 
Seconded by Cllr Ridsdale. 
 
18/43 Asset register update. 
The clerk will update the asset register and present it at the next meeting for adoption. 
 
18/44 Reports and correspondence. 
No reports received. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.51pm 
 
Signed ………………………….. 
 
Date …………………………….. 


