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Wennington Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Consultation Response Table – 2nd April 2018 until 25th May 2018 

 

Consultee Ref. No.  Page 
No.  

Para. 
No. 

Vision / 
Objective / 
Policy No. 

Support / 
Object / 
Comment 

Comments received Parish 
Councils’ 
Consideration 

Amendments to NDP 

Resident 1 All All All Support I think the Wennington Draft Neighbourhood 
Development Plan is well presented and I fully 
support it. 

Noted. No change. 

Resident 2 All All All Support I think the Wennington Draft Neighbourhood 
Development Plan is well presented and I fully 
support it. 

Noted. No change. 

Resident 3 All All All Support  Noted. No change. 

Resident 4 All All All Support  Noted. No change. 

Resident 5 All All All Support  Noted. No change. 

Residents 6 & 7 All All All Support We totally support the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan and believe it will help sustain 
the current diversity and outlook of the village. 

Noted. No change. 

Resident 8 All All All Support Might it strengthen our view of water-run off 
etc., in the NP if we were to mention that we 
have since engaged with Lancaster in order to set 
up a CEP?  The plan is on-going, but when initially 
suggested, it met with considerable support from 
villagers.  
 
The two pictures of the road in Wennington - the 
bus in the narrows and the traffic in front of 
Cravens - were striking.  
 
Thanks to you and Richard for all your work. The 
finished document is very professional. 

Noted. Amend Plan. 
 
Add further text after para 8.8: 
 
"In addition the Parish Council 
is working with Lancaster City 
Council in order to set up a 
Community Emergency Plan 
(CEP). The plan is on-going, but 
when initially suggested, it met 
with considerable support from 
villagers." 
 

Resident 9 All All All Support  Noted. No change. 

Resident 10 All All All Support  Noted. No change. 

Residents 11 & 12 All All All Support Thank you for sending the Wennington Draft Noted. No change. 
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Consultee Ref. No.  Page 
No.  
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No. 
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Policy No. 

Support / 
Object / 
Comment 

Comments received Parish 
Councils’ 
Consideration 

Amendments to NDP 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. Cathy and I 
have read this document and it continues to have 
our support. We have no further comments to 
offer at this stage. A word of thanks to the many 
who have worked hard to produce what is to us a 
comprehensive and professional quality 
document. 

Resident 13 All All All Support Carl, many thanks for the draft plan and thanks to 
you and any others who have contributed to 
delivering this piece of work. We are very grateful 
for your efforts and hard work. 

Noted. No change. 

Historic Places Adviser 
Historic England  
14 

All All All Comment Thank you for consulting Historic England about 
your Neighbourhood Plan. I provided our advice 
on your Regulation 14 draft plan and SEA to 
Rebecca Richards at Lancaster City Council on 
29th January; I have enclosed a further copy: 
 
Thank you for consulting Historic England about 
your Neighbourhood Plan. As the 
Government's adviser on the historic 
environment, Historic England is keen to ensure 
that the protection of the historic environment is 
fully taken into account at all stages and levels of 
the local planning process. We have reviewed the 
information you have provided, however, and we 
do not consider that there is a need for Historic 
England to be involved in the development of the 
strategy for your area at this time. There are, 
however, a number of designated heritage assets 
in the neighbourhood area including 9 buildings 
listed in Grade Il and the Wennington 
Conservation Area; I have provided some general 
advice below. 

Noted - 
General 
Advice. 

No change. 
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It is important that your plan properly identifies 
any heritage assets in the designated area, and 
that it includes a positive strategy to safeguard 
those elements which contribute to their 
significance. This will ensure that they can be 
enjoyed by future generations living in the area, 
and make sure the plan is in line with the 
requirements national planning policy. To this 
end, we would recommend that you contact the 
conservation officer at Lancaster City Council. 
They will be the best placed person to assist you 
in the development of the Neighbourhood Plan 
with respect to the historic environment and can 
help you to consider and clearly articulate how a 
strategy can address the area's heritage assets 
Your local authority might also be able to provide 
you with more general support in the production 
of your Neighbourhood Plan, including the 
provision of appropriate maps and supporting 
documentation. There are also funding 
opportunities available from Locality that could 
allow the community to hire appropriate 
expertise to assist in such an undertaking. This 
could involve hiring a consultant to help in the 
production of the plan itself, or to undertake 
work that could form the evidence base for the 
plan. More information on this can be found on 
the My Community website here:  
http/mycommunity.org.uk/fundingoptions/neigh
bourhoodplanning/ 
You might also consider contacting the staff who 
maintain the Lancashire Historic Environment 
Record and give advice on archaeological 
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matters. They should be able to provide details of 
not only any designated heritage assets but also 
locally-important buildings, archaeological 
remains and historic landscapes. Some Historic 
Environment Records may also be available on-
line via the Heritage Gateway 

 
 It may also be useful to involve local voluntary 
groups such as the local Civic Society, local 
history groups, and building preservation trusts, 
etc. in the production of your Neighbourhood 
Plan. 
The government's National Planning Practice 
Guidance is clear that, where relevant, 
Neighbourhood mans need to include enough 
information about local heritage to guide local 
authority planning decisions and to put broader 
strategic heritage policies from the local 
authority's local plan into action but at a 
neighbourhood scale. If appropriate this should 
include enough information about local non-
designated heritage assets, including sites of 
archaeological interest or locally listed buildings. 
A Neighbourhood Plan is therefore an important 
opportunity for a community to develop a 
positive strategy for the area's locally important 
heritage assets that aren't recognised at a 
national level through listing or scheduling. This 
includes identifying any non-statutorily 
designated historic buildings, sites, views or 
places of importance to the local community, and 
setting out what factors make them special. It 
could also include consideration of any Grade Il 
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listed buildings or locally-designated heritage 
assets which are at risk or in poor condition, and 
which could then be the focus of specific policies 
aimed at their enhancement. 
Your neighbourhood plan also is an opportunity 
for the community to designate Local Green 
Spaces. Green spaces are often integral to the 
character of place for any given area, and your 
plan could include policies that identified any 
deficiencies with existing green spaces or access 
to them, or aimed at managing development 
around them. Locality has produced helpful 
guidance on this, which is available here: 

 
  
You can also use the neighbourhood plan process 
to identify any potential Assets of Community 
Value in the neighbourhood area. Assets of 
Community Value (ACV) can include things like 
local public houses, community facilities such as 
libraries and museums, or again green open 
spaces. Often these can be important elements of 
the local historic environment, and whether or 
not they are protected in other ways, designating 
them as an ACV can offer an additional level of 
control to the community with regard to how 
they are conserved. There is useful information 
on this process on Locality's website here: 

 
Communities that have a neighbourhood plan in 
force are entitled to claim 25% of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds raised 
from development in their area. The Localism Act 
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2011 allows this CIL money to be used for the 
maintenance and on-going costs associated with 
a range of heritage assets including, for example, 
transport infrastructure such as historic bridges, 
green and social infrastructure such as historic 
parks and gardens, civic spaces, and public 
places. As a Qualifying Body, your neighbourhood 
forum can either have access to this money or 
influence how it is spent through the 
neighbourhood plan process. Historic England 
recommends that the community therefore 
identifies the ways in which CIL can be used to 
facilitate the conservation of the historic 
environment, heritage assets and their setting, 
and sets this out in the neighbourhood plan. 
More information and guidance on this is 
available from Locality, here: 

 
Further information and guidance on how 
heritage can best be incorporated into 
Neighbourhood Plans has been produced by 
Historic England. This signposts a number of 
other documents which your community might 
find useful in helping to identify what it is about 
your area which makes it distinctive and how you 
might go about ensuring that the character of the 
area is retained. These can be found here: 

 
 
The following general guidance published by 
Historic England may also be useful to the plan 
forum in preparing the neighbourhood plan, or 
considering how best to develop a strategy for 
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the conservation and management of heritage 
assets in the area. It may also be useful to 
provide links to some of these documents in the 
plan: 
 
HE Advice Note 2  
HE Good Practice Advice in Planning  

 
I strongly recommend that you consider the 
advice offered in this guidance note, your section 
on protecting important and valued aspects of 
setting and evidence on Map 3 could be 
strengthened. 
HE Advice Note 3  

 
We recommend also the inclusion of a glossary 
containing relevant terminology contained in 
Annex 2 of the NPPF, in addition to details about 
the legislative and policy protections that 
heritage assets enjoy. 

 
Finally, we should like to stress that this advice is 
based on the information provided by The 
Wennington Neighbourhood Forum obtained 
from the link in your correspondence dated 15th 
January. To avoid any doubt, this does not reflect 
our obligation to provide further advice on or, 
potentially, object to specific proposals which 
may subsequently arise as a result of the 
proposed neighbourhood plan, where we 
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consider these would have an adverse effect on 
the historic environment. 
 
SEA advice 
The Plan documentation is accompanied by a 
request for a formal Screening Opinion from 
Historic England in compliance with the 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations 2004, The draft Opinion 
prepared by your Forum concludes that Strategic 
Environmental Assessment is not required. We 
note that the Plan appears to propose no site 
allocations/policies which would have significant 
environmental effects upon the historic 
environment and as such we concur that in this 
regard Strategic Environmental Assessment is not 
required. 
 
If you have any queries about this matter or 
would like to discuss anything further, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 

Development Strategy 
Delivery Officer 
South Lakeland District 
Council  
15 

All All All Comment Many thanks for the opportunity to comment 
upon the Wennington Draft Neighbourhood Plan. 
SLDC has no comments to make on this occasion. 

Noted. No change. 

Team Leader – Planning 
Liaison, The Coal Authority 
16 

All All All Comment Thank you for the notification of the 2 April 2018 
consulting The Coal Authority on the above NDP. 
The Coal Authority is a non-departmental public 
body which works to protect the public and the 
environment in coal mining areas.  Our statutory 
role in the planning system is to provide advice 
about new development in the coalfield areas 

Noted. No change. 
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Consideration 
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and also protect coal resources from unnecessary 
sterilisation by encouraging their extraction, 
where practical, prior to the permanent surface 
development commencing. 
 
As you will be aware a very small part of the 
south-east corner of the Neighbourhood Plan 
area lies within the current defined coalfield.  
However as the Neighbourhood Plan does not 
propose to allocate any sites for future 
development the Coal Authority has no specific 
comments. 
 
In accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) please 
continue to consult The Coal Authority on 
planning matters using the specific email address 
of planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk. 
 
The Coal Authority wishes the Neighbourhood 
Plan team every success with the preparation of 
the Neighbourhood Plan.   

Assistant Asset Manager, 
Highways England 
17 

All All All Comment Thank you for inviting Highways England to 
comment on the Draft Wennington 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
This is just an email to let you know that we don’t 
have any comments to make on the draft plan. 

Noted. No change. 

Consultation Services, 
Natural England 
18 

All All All Comment Thank you for your consultation regarding the 
Wennington Draft Neighbourhood Plan dated 
1st April 2018. 
 
Natural England is a statutory consultee in 

Noted. No change. 

mailto:planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk
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neighbourhood planning and must be consulted 
on draft neighbourhood development plans by 
the Parish/Town Councils or Neighbourhood 
Forums where they consider our interests would 
be affected by the proposals. 
We have reviewed the attached plan 
however Natural England does not have any 
specific comments on this draft neighbourhood 
plan. 
 
If the Neighbourhood Plan changes and there is 
the potential for environmental impacts, 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and 
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) screening 
exercises may need to be undertaken. 

Sustainable Places Officer, 
Environment Agency  
19 

All All All Support We support the policies given in this document, 
but would like to make the following comments: 
 

Noted. No change. 

 8.0  Comment Section 8.0 – Flooding This section discusses in 
turn the flood risk associated with surface water, 
from rivers, and from groundwater. 

Noted. No change. 

41 8.2  Comment Map 6 -The text wrongly refers to Map 6 as The 
Environment Agency Flood Map for Planning 
(Surface Water).  
 
The map shown is the Surface Water Flood Risk 
Map which refers to flood risk in terms of High to 
Very Low. Flood Risk maps for various sources of 
flooding are available here https://flood-
warninginformation.service.gov.uk/long-term-
flood-risk.  
 
Please note this is not the same as the Flood Map 

Accepted. Amend plan. 
 
Rename Map 6: 
"Surface Water Flood Risk 
Map" 
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for Planning, available here: https://flood-map-
for-planning.service.gov.uk/ which refers 
specifically to the probabilities of fluvial and tidal 
flooding, described as Flood Zones 1, 2 and 3. 
 

43 8.4  Comment Map 7 - As previously, the text in this section 
wrongly refers to Map 7 as the Environment 
Agency Flood Map for Planning. For fluvial 
flooding, we would recommend use of the Flood 
Map for Planning which is the reference used in 
spatial planning, with reference to Flood Zones 
(rather than the flood risk shown here). 

Accepted. Amend plan. 
 
Rename Map 7: 
"Flood Map for Planning" 
 
Insert new Map  
from 
https://flood-map-for-
planning.service.gov.uk/ which 
refers specifically to the 
probabilities of fluvial and tidal 
flooding, described as Flood 
Zones 1, 2 and 3. 

43 8.4  Comment The text here is misleading. It refers to a mixture 
of flood risk and levels and flood zones.  
We would suggest that any reference to flood 
heights and river levels presents too much detail 
for this document. 
 

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
Amend para 8.4: 
Delete: 
" with typical water depths 
ranging from 160mm to 
800mm deep." 
 
 
 

  WEN 7 
(Supporting 
text) 

Comment However, if river levels and flood heights are to 
be referred to, we recommend that you request a 
free ‘Product 4’ from the Environment Agency, 
and we will provide a map showing flood zones, 
with the detailed levels given in metres above 

Noted. The Steering Group has 
requested, from the 
Environment Agency, the 
‘Product 4’ map. When the 
Submission NDP was finalised 
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Ordnance Datum (mAOD), consistent with spatial 
planning requirements for any flood risk 
assessment. See explanation given here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-
assessment-for-planning-applications 
enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk  
 

the Product 4 map had not yet 
arrived. 
 

 8.5   The text currently refers to “freeboard…to cater 
for the effects of climate change”. This text is 
misleading, as there are specific climate change 
allowances that are required in any Flood Risk 
Assessment.  
 

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
See new text for 8.5 below. 

 Map 
7 

  We would recommend that Map 7 is replaced 
with the Flood Map for Planning, and the text of 
Para 8.5 is changed to: The Environment Agency 
Flood Map for Planning shows the flood zones 
associated with fluvial flooding from the River 
Wenning. A narrow zone of Flood zone 3 is 
closely associated with the river and affects a 
very limited number of properties. This is defined 
as having a high probability of flooding (>1% 
annual probability of flooding, or 1 in every 100 
years). Flood Zone 2 extends further out from the 
river, incorporating more of the village of 
Wennington. This is defined as having a medium 
probability of flooding (1%- 0.1% annual 
probability of flooding). Flood Warnings The 
discussion on flood risk should include mention 
that the River Wenning at Wennington is 
included in an Environment Agency Flood Alert 
Area: Lower River Lune and Conder, allowing for 
residents to sign up to receiving flood alert 

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
Replace map 7 with Flood Map 
for Planning as above. 
 
Delete para 8.5 and replace 
with: 
" The Environment Agency 
Flood Map for Planning (Map 
7) shows the flood zones 
associated with fluvial flooding 
from the River Wenning. A 
narrow zone of Flood zone 3 is 
closely associated with the 
river and affects a very limited 
number of properties. This is 
defined as having a high 
probability of flooding (>1% 
annual probability of flooding, 
or 1 in every 100 years). Flood 
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messages. Zone 2 extends further out 
from the river, incorporating 
more of the village of 
Wennington. This is defined as 
having a medium probability of 
flooding (1%- 0.1% annual 
probability of flooding). The 
River Wenning at Wennington 
is included in an Environment 
Agency Flood Alert Area: Lower 
River Lune and Conder, 
allowing for residents to sign 
up to receiving flood alert 
messages." 

44 8.8  Comment We would recommend a new sub-heading of 
Roles and Responsibilities and amend the text to 
include reference to the Lead Local Flood 
Authority:  
 
Under the Flood and Water Management Act 
2010 flood risk management is delivered by Risk 
Management Authorities which include the 
Environment Agency, Lead Local Flood 
Authorities, Water and sewerage companies, and 
the highways authorities. The Environment 
Agency has a strategic overview of all sources of 
flooding and coastal erosion. It is also responsible 
for flood and coastal erosion risk management 
activities on main rivers, regulating reservoir 
safety, and working in partnership with the Met 
Office to provide flood forecasts and warnings. It 
must also look for opportunities to maintain and 
improve the environment for people and wildlife 

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
Delete para 8.8 and insert new 
text: 
 
"Roles and Responsibilities 
 
Under the Flood and Water 
Management Act 2010 flood 
risk management is delivered 
by Risk Management 
Authorities which include the 
Environment Agency, Lead 
Local Flood Authorities, Water 
and sewerage companies, and 
the highways authorities. The 
Environment Agency has a 
strategic overview of all 
sources of flooding and coastal 
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while carrying out all of its duties. Lancashire 
County Council is the Lead Local Flood Authority. 
They lead in managing local flood risks (i.e. risks 
of flooding from surface water, ground water and 
ordinary (smaller) watercourses). This includes 
ensuring co-operation between the Risk 
Management Authorities in their area.  
 
We trust that the above information is of 
assistance. If you’d like further detailed advice, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

erosion. It is also responsible 
for flood and coastal erosion 
risk management activities on 
main rivers, regulating 
reservoir safety, and working in 
partnership with the Met 
Office to provide flood 
forecasts and warnings. It must 
also look for opportunities to 
maintain and improve the 
environment for people and 
wildlife while carrying out all of 
its duties. Lancashire County 
Council is the Lead Local Flood 
Authority. They lead in 
managing local flood risks (i.e. 
risks of flooding from surface 
water, ground water and 
ordinary (smaller) 
watercourses). This includes 
ensuring co-operation between 
the Risk Management 
Authorities in their area." 

Planning Officer – Housing 
and Communities, 
Lancaster City Council  
20 

All All All Support Please find below the draft list of comments for 
the Regulation 14 consultation.  
 
Please feel free to come back to me if you require 
further clarification: 

Noted. No change. 

11 4.2 WEN2 Comment Expand to identify what protected open spaces 
are being referred to. Should also state how they 
are protected and designated by making 
reference to those spaces designated by the 
wider Local Plan. 

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
Insert further text to end of 
para 4.2: 
"There are several areas of 
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Suggestion: 
Wennington Amenity Greenspace (Wennington 
Parish Council) 
Lodge Lane Amenity Greenspace (Wennington 
Parish Council) 
Wennington Hall School Outdoor Sports Facilities 
(1 adult football pitch, 1 junior football pitch - 
Sport England) 

amenity open space and sports 
and recreation facilities in the 
parish.  Wennington Amenity 
Greenspace (including the 
village greens) and Lodge Lane 
Amenity Greenspace are both 
owned and managed by 
Wennington Parish Council.   
Wennington Hall School 
includes 1 adult football pitch 
and 1 junior football pitch as 
well extensive areas of amenity 
green space.  These open 
spaces are all protected under 
adopted Lancaster Core 
Strategy Policy SC 8  
Recreation And Open Space 
and Policy DM26: Open Space, 
Sports and Recreational 
Facilities in the adopted Local 
Plan for Lancaster 2011 - 2031 
Development Management 
DPD " 
 
 

12 4.4  Comment Suggestion: 
Amend to read 'These sites are included on the 
Lancashire Inventory of Ancient Woodland, 
supporting semi-natural woodland vegetation…’ 

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
Amend para 4.4 first sentence: 
 
" These sites are included on 
the Lancashire Inventory of 
Ancient Woodland, supporting 
semi-natural woodland 
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vegetation." 

13 4.6  Comment Last sentence currently reads 'Some of the 
habitat types in the Plan area are Habitats …' 
Suggestion: 
Amend to read 'Some of the habitat types in the 
Neighbourhood Plan area….' 

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
Amend para 4.6 last sentence 
to: 
"'Some of the habitat types in 
the Neighbourhood Plan area 
are:" 

14 4.8  Comment The evidence used to support the statements 
should be referenced. 

Accepted. Amend para 4.8 to refer to the 
findings of the Biodiversity 
Audit. 
 
After first sentence of 4.8 insert: 
 
"The Parish Council appointed 
Greater Manchester Ecology 
Unit (GMEU) in early 2018 to 
undertake an ecological 
(biodiversity) audit of the 
parish to support the evidence 
base for the NDP and to inform 
planning policies.  The full 
report (A Biodiversity Audit of 
the Parish of Wennington in 
Lancashire, GMEU May 2018) is 
available under the evidence 
base section of the NDP 
website. 
 
The current ecological status of 
the parish is set out in para 5.1 
of the report.  This advises: 
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The Parish of Wennington is 
rich in wildlife, supporting 
designated (protected) sites, a 
range of specially protected 
and priority species and 
important habitats.  
Habitats of particular note are 
the woodlands, the hedgerows 
and the rivers and associated 
river valleys. Much of the 
species diversity to be found in 
the Parish is associated with 
these habitats.  
Species of particular note 
include otters, possibly 
breeding in the Parish or 
nearby.  
The dominant land-use is 
pastoral farming and the 
associated agricultural 
practices related to this land-
use have led to large areas of 
generally species-poor pastoral 
grassland, probably best 
characterised as plant 
community type MG7 of the 
National Vegetation 
Classification. Modern farming 
practices have also likely led to 
a reduction in breeding success 
of some ground nesting birds, 
including Curlew, oystercatcher 
and lapwing, because of 
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drainage of wet grassland and 
seeding, rolling and fertilising 
of the grass.  
But the nature of the farming 
activity has meant that well-
maintained hedgerows still 
separate many of the land 
parcels. The hedgerows, as well 
as being a valuable habitat in 
their own right, also provide a 
relatively high degree of 
landscape connectivity.  
The influence of the old 
Wennington Hall Estate, which 
presumably owned and 
managed much of the local 
land in the past, is evident in 
the similar, distinct woodland 
planting schemes, 
incorporating both conifer 
plantations (including Scots 
pine and European larch) and 
mixed broadleaved trees or 
varying ages and variable 
structure.  
In 2018 in some places the 
woodland understory appeared 
rather impoverished compared 
to what may have been 
expected from previous 
records, perhaps kept clear for 
sporting purposes. Bull Bank 
Meadow, a BHS site, appears 



19 
 

Consultee Ref. No.  Page 
No.  

Para. 
No. 

Vision / 
Objective / 
Policy No. 

Support / 
Object / 
Comment 

Comments received Parish 
Councils’ 
Consideration 

Amendments to NDP 

to have been reduced in area.  
There are some very fine 
veteran trees, notably veteran 
oaks." 
 
Insert Table 2, Bird Species 
recorded in Table 3, Table 4 and 
Table 5. 

14 4.10  Comment Support given to commissioning evidence by 
GMEU 

Noted. Amend NDP. 
 
Delete 4.10 - see above. 
 
Insert new wording: 
 
"The Biodiversity Audit report 
included three 
recommendations for 
development proposals in the 
parish in paragraph 5.3.  These 
were: 
- Any building demolitions or 
conversions should be 
supported by bat surveys and 
barn owl surveys. 
- Development should avoid 
harm to any designated sites. 
- Developments should be 
required to contribute to 
biodiversity net gain. 
These recommendations have 
been incorporated into Policy 
WEN1." 
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14-
15 

 WEN1 Comment Both designated and non-designated natural 
environment assets are to be protected. 
The priority for new development should be to 
avoid direct and indirect impacts upon 
biodiversity and/or geodiversity. Where impacts 
cannot be avoided, mitigation and then 
compensation measures should be provided. 
Development proposals should demonstrate how 
biodiversity and/or geodiversity will be protected 
and enhanced (including the local wildlife 
**delete in the neighbourhood area**, ecological 
networks, non-statutory locally designated 
wildlife sites and habitats **delete identified on 
Map 3**). 
Landscaping schemes should include wildlife 
enhancements wherever possible, for example 
incorporating ponds, and retaining existing, and 
planting new areas of trees, woodlands and 
hedgerows using locally appropriate native 
species. 
Development should take into consideration the 
need to protect existing wildlife which may be 
using the building(s) as habitats, such as little 
owls and barn owls which are known to nest 
locally. Buildings should incorporate bird nest 
boxes and roosting opportunities for bats 
wherever possible. 
Lighting schemes should be designed sensitively 
to reduce any adverse impacts on wildlife and to 
protect the dark skies which are characteristic of 
this rural area. 
Development proposals should minimise the loss 
of the most fertile soil and avoid use of the best 

Accepted. 
 
Add further 
detail as 
recommended 
in para 5.3 of 
Biodiversity 
Audit Report. 
 
Add in 
references to 
swift boxes 
and bat boxes 
as suggested 
in para 5.4.1 
of Biodiversity 
Audit Report. 

Amend Policy WEN1 using 
suggested wording: 
 
"Both designated and non-
designated natural 
environment assets including 
any designated sites are to be 
protected. 
 
The priority for new 
development should be to 
avoid direct and indirect 
impacts upon biodiversity 
and/or geodiversity. Where 
impacts cannot be avoided, 
mitigation and then 
compensation measures should 
be provided. 
 
Development proposals should 
demonstrate how biodiversity 
and/or geodiversity will be 
protected and enhanced 
including the local wildlife and 
how schemes contribute to 
biodiversity net gain. 
 
Landscaping schemes should 
include wildlife enhancements 
wherever possible, for example 
incorporating ponds, and 
retaining existing, and planting 
new areas of trees, woodlands 
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and most versatile agricultural land. 

 
Reference to map 3 is suggested for deletion as 
the map only shows Biological Heritage Sites and 
doesn’t cover the full list of natural assets. 

and hedgerows using locally 
appropriate native species. 
 
Any building demolitions or 
conversions should be 
supported by bat surveys and 
barn owl surveys. 
Development should take into 
consideration the need to 
protect existing wildlife which 
may be using the building(s) as 
habitats, such as little owls and 
barn owls which are known to 
nest locally. Buildings should 
incorporate bird nest boxes 
including for swifts and 
roosting opportunities for bats 
(such as bat roosting boxes) 
wherever possible. 
 
Lighting schemes should be 
designed sensitively to reduce 
any adverse impacts on wildlife 
and to protect the dark skies 
which are characteristic of this 
rural area. 
 
Development proposals should 
minimise the loss of the most 
fertile soil and avoid use of the 
best and most versatile 
agricultural land. 
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20 4.14 WEN2 Comment Significant views, the policy makes reference to 
two significant views in to Wennington from east 
and west, it is suggested that consideration is 
given to any views from the south i.e. from the 
Forest of Bowland AONB. Whilst lying outside of 
the TEXT MISSING  
Suggestion: 
Refer to any key views from within the AONB of 
Wennington that could be affected for example 
by development proposals, an example could be 
from Old Moor Road. 

Not accepted. 
 
Examiners do 
not allow 
policies within 
NDPs to refer 
to planning 
proposals 
located 
outside the 
designated 
Neighbourhoo
d Area.   
 
Significant 
Views have to 
be identified 
from publicly 
accessible 
locations 
within the 
designated 
area 
boundary. 
 
Refer this to 
other 
neighbouring 
parish councils 
for possible 
inclusion in 

No change.  
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their NDPs at a 
future date.  

28  WEN3 Comment In order to better reflect the wording of the 
NPPF, advised that first sentence of policy WEN3 
is amended.  
Suggestion: 
Both designated and non-designated heritage 
assets are conserved in a manner appropriate to 
their significance. 

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
Amend Policy WEN3 as 
suggested. 
 
Change first sentence to: 
" Both designated and non-
designated heritage assets are 
conserved in a manner 
appropriate to their 
significance." 

30 5.16  Comment Policy H7 of the Saved Local Plan 2008 is no 
longer relevant, it has been replaced by policy 
DM42 of the 2014 Development Management 
DPD please see link: 
http://www.lancaster.gov.uk/assets/attach/1215
/Strategic%20Policy%20Position%20for%20Lanca
ster%20District-1.pdf 
There is a difference here in Wennington as 
under the 2008 document Wennington was 
identified as being a suitable settlement for small 
scale housing. However, under the 2014 DM42 
no longer identifies Wennington as being 
sustainable. New housing in Wennington which is 
now classed as an 'other rural settlement, will 
only be considered acceptable where it can be 
demonstrated that development will enhance or 
maintain the vitality of the local community. 
Proposals lacking a sufficient justification will be 
considered using Rural Exceptions criteria. 
Suggestion: 

Accepted. Amend NDP. 
 
Delete para 5.16 p30 and 
replace with: 
 
"Under Policy DM42 of the 
2014 Development 
Management DPD Wennington 
is not identified as a 
sustainable rural settlement. 
New housing in Wennington 
which is now classed as an 
'other rural settlement', will 
only be considered acceptable 
where it can be demonstrated 
that development will enhance 
or maintain the vitality of the 
local community. Proposals 
lacking a sufficient justification 
will be considered using Rural 

http://www.lancaster.gov.uk/assets/attach/1215/Strategic%20Policy%20Position%20for%20Lancaster%20District-1.pdf
http://www.lancaster.gov.uk/assets/attach/1215/Strategic%20Policy%20Position%20for%20Lancaster%20District-1.pdf
http://www.lancaster.gov.uk/assets/attach/1215/Strategic%20Policy%20Position%20for%20Lancaster%20District-1.pdf
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Replace 5.16 to have reference to the existing 
DM42 and not H7.  

Exceptions criteria." 

31  WEN4 Comment Policy DM4 should be identified as being 
relevant, this states that in non-sustainable 
settlements such as Wennington, proposals will 
need to demonstrate that the development will 
enhance the vitality of the local community and 
meet an identified and specific local housing 
need. 
Suggestion: 
Draft Policy WEN4 - New Housing  
Small-scale development for housing in or 
adjacent to the settlement of Wennington will be 
supported where proposals:  
1. Involve the sensitive conversion of existing 
redundant and vacant former agricultural or 
other buildings subject to criteria in Policy WEN3 
- Encouraging Good Design; or  
2. Schemes are for new housing and 
development would maintain and enhance the 
vitality of the local community and meet a proven 
local need in respect of type, size and tenure as 
identified in the most up to date Strategic 
Housing Market Assessment, supporting evidence 
for the Neighbourhood Plan, or other up to date 
and robust local housing needs evidence.  
3. Development is located in areas which are not 
at risk of flooding and would not exacerbate 
existing problems of surface water flooding (see 
Policy WEN7).  
Proposals will be required to provide on-site 
affordable housing in accordance with adopted 
policies of the Lancaster Local Plan. 

Accepted. Amend Policy WEN4 as 
suggested. 
 
Delete and replace with: 
" Small-scale development for 
housing in or adjacent to the 
settlement of Wennington will 
be supported where proposals:  
1. Involve the sensitive 
conversion of existing 
redundant and vacant former 
agricultural or other buildings 
subject to criteria in Policy 
WEN3 - Encouraging Good 
Design; or  
2. Schemes are for new housing 
and development would 
maintain and enhance the 
vitality of the local community 
and meet a proven local need 
in respect of type, size and 
tenure as identified in the most 
up to date Strategic Housing 
Market Assessment, supporting 
evidence for the 
Neighbourhood Plan, or other 
up to date and robust local 
housing needs evidence.  
3. Development is located in 
areas which are not at risk of 
flooding and would not 
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Housing proposals should not lead to a 
detrimental impact on the character of the 
village, and should demonstrate that appropriate 
access and car parking can be achieved and that 
residential amenity of neighbouring occupiers is 
protected.  
Development for local needs housing should take 
place on previously developed (brownfield) land 
and / or be located on small infill sites within the 
existing built up area of the village.  

exacerbate existing problems 
of surface water flooding (see 
Policy WEN7).  
 
Housing proposals should not 
lead to a detrimental impact on 
the character of the village, and 
should demonstrate that 
appropriate access and car 
parking can be achieved and 
that residential amenity of 
neighbouring occupiers is 
protected.  
 
Development for local needs 
housing should take place on 
previously developed 
(brownfield) land and / or be 
located on small infill sites 
within the existing built up 
area of the village." 

31  WEN4 Comment The policy does not make mention of affordable 
housing, therefore when making a decision a 
planning officer would refer to the requirements 
within the adopted plan, currently on greenfield 
sites this up to 40% but may change with the 
emerging Local Plan. Whilst there is no 
requirement for a neighbourhood plan to set its 
own affordable housing requirements which 
would require viability testing, it would be worth 
referring to the adopted LCC affordable housing 
requirements. On exception sites, it would be 
appropriate that the majority of new housing 

Accepted. Amend plan. 
 
Insert additional text as 
suggested to the end of Policy 
WEN4: 
 
"Affordable Housing 
 
Proposals will be required to 
provide on-site affordable 
housing in accordance with 
adopted policies of the 
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would come forward as affordable with some 
market housing if demonstrated to be needed to 
support viability. 
Suggestion: 
Make reference to affordable housing, proposals 
will be determined in accordance with the 
Lancaster Local Plan. 

Lancaster Local Plan." 

31  Lancaster 
Planning 
Policies 

Comment Insert reference to 2014 adopted DM DPD 
adopted policy DM42.  
 

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
Add to Table: 
 
Local Plan for Lancaster District 
2011-2031  
Development Management 
DPD Adopted December 2014  
Policy DM42Managing Rural 
Housing Growth Sustainable 
Rural Settlements. 

33  WEN5 Support The principle of supporting small scale business in 
rural locations is supported and consistent with 
national policy, particularly emerging NPPF which 
is seeking to support economic growth in rural 
areas. 

Noted. No change. 

33  WEN5 Comment The criteria set out are supported in principle 
although there is no reference to landscape, 
natural environment and impacts on the wider 
countryside which could be considered to be an 
omission. 
Suggestion: 
Make reference to landscape, natural 
environment and impacts on the wider 
countryside.  

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
Amend Policy WEN5. 
Insert additional wording to 
start of  criterion 1: 
"Development minimises any 
adverse impacts on landscape 
character, the natural 
environment and wider 
countryside and is appropriate 
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to….." 

33  WEN5 Comment There is some concern over the role of live/work 
units and when they have been historically used 
to gain residential permission in locations where 
it would not normally appropriate to do so.  
Suggestion: 
The policy should seek to make sure that if live / 
work units are provided they are genuinely for 
living AND working. 

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
Amend Policy WEN5: 
 
Amend first sentence to: 
" Development proposals for 
live / work units which 
demonstrate a genuine need 
for linked business and 
residential accommodation, 
small scale business units and 
facilities linked to the visitor 
economy, will be supported 
where:" 

39  WEN6 Comment Greater clarity on rural transport hubs needed - 
the specific reference should be to Wennington 
Station. 
Suggestion: 
Amend second sentence 'Sustainable 
development proposals which enhance the 
potential of Wennington Station as a rural 
transport hub will be supported’. 

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
Amend Policy WEN6 as 
suggested. 
 
Amend second sentence to: 
"'Sustainable development 
proposals which enhance the 
potential of Wennington 
Station as a rural transport hub 
will be supported’ 

44  WEN7 Comment Proposals where possible should seek to achieve 
a betterment rate of run-off. 
Suggestion: 
Add to last sentence of first paragraph 'and 
wherever possible seeks to provide a 
betterment'. 

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
Amend Policy WEN7 as 
suggested. 
Add to last sentence of first 
paragraph "and wherever 
possible seeks to provide a 
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betterment". 

44  WEN7 Comment Delete reference to wherever possible and 
replace with unless deemed inappropriate, this 
will strengthen the policy.  
Suggestion: 
Delete 'wherever possible' and replace with 
'unless deemed inappropriate.' 

Accepted. Amend Plan. 
 
Amend Policy WEN7 as 
suggested. 
Delete 'wherever possible' and 
replace with "unless deemed 
inappropriate" 
 

        

Biodiversity Audit Report - 
Further Changes to NDP 
 
 

  WEN 2 
 

Comment 
/ 
Recomme
ndation 

See Biodiversity Audit Report - para 5.4.3  
  
 
 

Accepted.
  
 

Amend Plan as suggested. 
 
Amend WEN2: 
 
Add further sentence to 
Hedgerows and Dry Stone 
Walls: 
 
"Landscaping schemes in areas 
where hedgerows have been 
lost or are unmanaged should 
restore hedgerows through 
new planting to benefit 
wildlife" 
 
 

  4.17  Recomme
ndation 

See Biodiversity Audit Report - para 5.4.3   Add new sentence to 4.17, after 
first sentence: 
"The Biodiversity Audit Report 
noted that although the parish 
supports significant lengths of 
hedgerows, some lengths have 
been lost or are unmanaged.  
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Development may offer 
opportunities through new 
planting to restore hedgerows 
to the benefit of wildlife" 

  4.2   See Biodiversity Audit Report - para 5.4.4 Accepted. 
 

Add further sentence to 4.2: 
" The Biodiversity Audit Report 
noted that species diversity in 
much of the grassland in the 
parish is disappointing.  There 
are some opportunities for 
grassland diversification on the 
Village Greens and other green 
space within the village or 
around Wennington Hall and 
the Parish Council will 
encourage and support such 
improvements." 

 


